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What is the EUCN? 
 
The New Zealand European Union Centres Network (EUCN), is a network of all eight New 
Zealand universities that aims to combine the three elements of research, teaching and 
outreach under a unique thematic umbrella focused on the impact, role and understanding 
of the European Union within New Zealand and the wider Pacific region. 
 
The Network was initially established in 2006 and has since developed to a multidisciplinary 
network open to all New Zealand universities with an interest in European Union Studies. The 
1999 EU-NZ Joint Declaration as well as the 2016 Partnership Agreement on Relations and 
Cooperation (PARC) - involving economics, politics, security, innovation, development, 
democratic values and people and cultures - defines the scope of the Network's activities. 
 
The EUCN organises academic research and administers scholarships for students studying 
the EU. Events, seminars and conferences are open to the public and often available via online 
login. 
 
For more information visit our website: www.jeanmonnet.nz  
The EUCN is co-funded by an Erasmus+ grant from the European Commission. 
 
               EUCN - New Zealand European Union Centres Network 
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What is the NCRE? 
 
The National Centre for Research on Europe (NCRE) brings together students, teachers, 
graduates and academics from around the world to research and study the EU and Europe- 
related issues and topics. The centre belongs to, and runs, the ‘European Studies Association 
of New Zealand’ and the ‘Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence Asia-Pacific’. 
 
The NCRE also performs a wider societal role and serves as a key element in the EU's outreach 
within New Zealand and the Pacific. Raising a critical awareness of the EU, informing 
government, the media and public opinion play an equally important part in the NCRE's core 
functions. 
 
Above all, the NCRE encourages and promotes a new generation of New Zealand graduates 
who have a high level of expertise and interest in the EU. 
 
Visit our website at: www.canterbury.ac.nz/ncre  

 
All Things Europe - the NCRE (Current Facebook account required) 
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What is Jean Monnet?  
 
Jean Monnet Actions promote excellence in teaching and research in the field of European 
Union Studies worldwide. The Actions foster dialogue between the academic world and 
policy-makers, in particular with the aim of enhancing governance of EU policies.  
 
European Union studies comprise the study of Europe in its entirety with particular emphasis 
on the European Integration process in both its internal and external aspects. The discipline 
also covers the role of the EU in a globalized world and promotes active citizenship and 
dialogue between peoples and cultures.  
 
For more information on Jean Monnet actions in New Zealand visit www.jeanmonnet.nz.   
 
 

Why is this useful?  
 
Jean Monnet actions aim to integrate EU topics into the existing curriculum. New Zealand is 
geographically distanced from the EU and often not directly affected by its day-to-day reality 
which makes it hard to understand this multifaceted organisation. Model EU events use 
participatory and experimental learning to engage with complex EU concepts, processes and 
issues. You receive this handbook prior to the event and are expected to prepare for your 
individual roles.  
 
Your participation gives you the opportunity to learn about the success of the EU as well as 
its difficulties. Preparation and participation in this Model EU event will help you with critical 
thinking, problem solving and decision making.  
 
http://www.ec.europa.eu/education/opportunities/jean-monnet  
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Thank you!  
 
Before we get into further conference details, we would like to say a couple of heartfelt 
THANK YOU’s to a few organisations and people.  
 
Topic Experts and Supporters – THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! Without your support, expertise, 
suggestions, help and tireless work this event (and the previous ones) would not have 
happened. I am happy and sad every time one of you graduates – it is so great to get to know 
you over the time you spend at the NCRE, to see you grow and take on new challenges. I am 
happy for you to achieve your goal, but sad to see you leave, and I hope to stay in touch with 
you.  
 
NCRE – Thank you NCRE, and in particular Dr Serena Kelly for your help and support! Also, our 
German interns that put in countless hours of work to get this booklet written.  
 
EU Delegation to New Zealand in Wellington – for their continued support of the Model EU 
Training and Simulation event and generous sponsorship.  
 
 
 
 

Conference Details 
 
Where?  
The Christchurch Model European Union 2020 will be held at the University of Canterbury.  
For maps of UC please go to: http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/maps/home    
 
Should you get lost at any stage please approach a staff member to call Security or ring  
Security on 0800 823 637 who will be able to assist.  
 
When? 
Tuesday, 20 October 2020: Registrations start from 09:00am, Programme start at 9:15am. 
The day concludes between 6.30pm and 7pm (after dinner).  
 
Wednesday, 21 October 2020: Registrations start from 09:00am, Programme start at 
09:15am. The event concludes around 3.15pm.  
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Keynotes 
 
HE Nina Obermaier 
EU Ambassador to New Zealand, European External Action Service 
 
Nina Obermaier has been the Ambassador of the European Union 
to New Zealand since November 2019. Ms Obermaier has worked 
at the European Union since 2001. From October 2016 to November 
2019 she served as the adviser to the Deputy Chief Negotiator for 
the UK's withdrawal from the European Union. She was the Lead 

Negotiator for issues related to Ireland/North Ireland at the European Commission in 
Brussels.  
 
She worked as the Deputy Head of Division in the European External Action Service in 
charge of EU relations and negotiation with Switzerland between July 2013 and October 
2016 at the External Action Service in Brussels. She was the Deputy Head of Unit at the 
European Commission charge of protection and crisis management from September 2009 
to June 2013 at the European Commission in Brussels. Between March 2003 and August 
2009 she held subsequent positions as Desk Officer for Israel and the West Bank/Gaza at 
the European Commission in Brussels. From February 2001 to February 2003 she was a 
policy developer in the field of information society at the European Commission in 
Brussels.  
 
Prior to her positions at the European Union, she was a senior producer and journalist 
for ARD (German Television) between March 1999 and December 2000.  
 
Ms. Obermaier  attained an M.A. in European Studies at the College of Europe Natolin, 
Poland. She also has an M.A. in Political Science and History from the University of 
Hanover in Germany, and the University of Sussex in the United Kingdom. 
 
She speaks four languages; English, German, French, and Dutch. 
 
Twitter: @NinaObermaierEU (link is external) 
Email: Nina.Obermaier@eeas.europa.eu (link sends e-mail) 
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Professor Bruce Wilson 
Director of the European Union Centre, RMIT, 
Melbourne, Australia  
 
Bruce was the founding Dean of the School of Global 
Studies, Social Sciences and Planning at RMIT 
University. Prior to joining RMIT, Bruce founded the 

Youth Research Centre at the University of Melbourne, and the Union Research Centre 
on Organisation and Technology (URCOT), where he was its Director for eleven years. He 
has had experience working with local government, and is a member of the Hume Global 
Learning Village Committee and Advisory Board. Bruce also collaborates closely with the 
Office of Knowledge Capital at Melbourne City Council. 
 
The European Union Centre at RMIT is one of only three EU Centres in Australia belonging 
to a network of 26 centres which are co-funded worldwide by the External Relations 
Directorate of the European Commission. It is responsible for increasing engagement 
with the EU through academic studies on the European Union, encouraging mobility for 
staff and students, and for building partnerships between Australian universities and 
organisations, and their European counterparts. 
 
 
 
Dr Serena Kelly 
Senior Lecturer, NCRE 
University of Canterbury  

 
Dr Serena Kelly is a senior lecturer in the politics of 
the European Union, deputy director of the National 
Centre for Research on Europe, University of 
Canterbury, Vice President of the European Studies 
Association of Australia and New Zealand, and chair 
of the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs, 
Christchurch. Her current research examines the 
impact of BREXIT on New Zealand, the proposed EU-
NZ Free Trade Agreement as well as the visibility of 

the EU’s development policies in the Pacific. 
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How to prepare?  
 
To get the most out of the Model EU you will need to do some preparation before arriving. 
Being well informed about your country, its position, and the topics negotiated will make you 
more confident and at ease when presenting your country’s viewpoints.  
 
In this Model EU event you represent a State Secretary or Minister for the Environment of a 
European Members State. During the summit, State Secretaries and Ministers will meet 
separately and then come together to discuss amendments to the draft Directive. At the end 
of the first day a press release is expected to update European citizens.  
 
 
How to prepare?  
 
I. Country 
Research your country’s position on Climate change in general; this will enable you to inform 
your country’s position on the draft Directive.  
 
II. Draft Directive 
Read through the theme descriptions (five themes in the Directive) and make sure you know 
what topics and areas are covered.  
 
Then read through the draft Directive to get a general idea of what they are saying. Make sure 
you understand what every word means – look it up in the dictionary if you do not understand 
something. There is also a Glossary at the end of this booklet that contains many useful 
explanations.  
 
Remember: short, sharp, snappy speeches are classy and leave more time for debate. They 
get your point across in the most direct fashion and are likely to have the greatest effect.  
 
 
What to bring?  
Pen and paper, any research you have done and your proposed amendments. Also, bring a 
water bottle and any medication that you normally take. Laptops are permitted but an 
internet connection cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Catering 
On Tuesday, morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea and dinner will be provided. On Wednesday, 
we will provide morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. If you have indicated any dietary 
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requirements in the registration form please see a staff member who will point out the 
location of your food.  
 
Covid-19 and Contract Tracing  
We encourage you to bring a mask if you prefer to wear one. We will be providing hand 
sanitiser and QR codes for contact tracing. Please use this frequently. If you are unwell, please 
see a staff member immediately or ring 021 1845 942.  
  
Important: QR codes can be located on every building entry and we strongly encourage you 
to scan the code every time you enter a building. In addition, we are using a manual register 
for contact tracing: every morning and every time you leave the event you need to come 
past the reception desk to sign in/out.  
 
 
What to wear?  
Formal school uniform.  
 
Any Questions? 
For any questions contact Yvonne Grosch via email: yvonne.grosch@canterbury.ac.nz  
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Timetable  
 
Tuesday, 20 October 2020 
 
09:00 Registrations Rehua, L1 
09:30 Welcome  

Prof Linda-Jean Kenix, Head of School LSAP 
Dr Serena Kelly   Rehua, Te Moana 226 

09:45 Introduction to the Theme  
Matt Morrison, UC Sustainability  

 

10:15 EURA101 – An Introduction to the EU  
Dr Serena Kelly, NCRE  

 

10:45 Rules and Procedures Training 
Abigail Johnson, UC Student 

 

11:00 Morning Tea Te Moana Foyer 
11:20 Keynote Address 

Nina Obermaier, EU Ambassador to New Zealand  

12:10 Icebreakers, EU introductions    
12:30 Lunch    
13:30 First Meetings of  

Heads of State/Government 
Foreign Ministers 

Te Moana 226 
James Logie 104 

14:15 First topic debate & amendments  Te Moana 226 
15:00 Afternoon Tea Te Moana Foyer  
15:15 Second Meeting of  

Heads of State/Government 
Foreign Ministers 

Te Moana 226 
James Logie 104 

16:00 Second topic debate & amendments  
Preparation of a Press Statement  Te Moana 226 

17:00 Press Statement   

17:15 Move to Undercroft 101  
 

19:00 End of Day   
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Tuesday, 21 October 2020 
  
09:00 Registrations open Basement Rehua  
09:15 Negotiations Workshop 

Group A 
Group B 
Group C 

James Logie 104 
James Logie 105 
Rehua 009 

10:15 Morning Tea Basement Rehua  
10:45 Keynote 

Bruce Wilson, RMIT Rehua 009 
11:45 Final Meeting of  

Heads of State/Government 
Foreign Minister 

James Logie 104 
Rehua 009 

11:00 Final debate & amendments  Rehua 009 
12:00 Lunch Basement Rehua 
13:00 Plenary Session  Rehua 009 
15:00 Closing Words  

15:15 END OF EVENT   
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Introduction to the European Union 
 
What is the difference between the EU, Eurozone and Europe? 
The European Union (EU)1 is a politico-economic union of 28 Member States. Geographically, 
Europe consists of different countries, including those 28 and many others. Many countries 
in Europe are not members of the European Union, for example: Switzerland, Norway, 
Albania and Armenia amongst others. 
 
The eurozone2 (preferred: euro area) is a group of EU Member States that share the euro as 
their common currency and the single monetary policy conducted by the European Central 
Bank. Today the euro area numbers 19 of the 28 European Union Member States. That is why, 
for example, Germany and France use the EURO and Sweden uses the Swedish Krona (SEK). 
 
 
Relationships between European organisations and agreements 
 

  

                                                
1 European Union: http://europa.eu/european-union/index_en 
2 Euro area: http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/euro/adoption/euro_area/index_en.htm 

Figure 1 
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A brief history of the EU 
 
After the Second World War, between 1945 and 1950, some European states people including 
Robert Schuman, Konrad Adenauer, Alcide de Gasperi and Winston Churchill set about 
persuading Europe to enter a new era. In order to avoid future wars, it was argued that new 
structures would need to be created in Western Europe based on shared interests and 
founded upon the guaranteed rule of law and equality for all countries. 
 
Robert Schuman (French Foreign Minister) took up an idea originally conceived by Jean 
Monnet and, on 9 May 1950 he proposed the Schuman Declaration, to establish the European 
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).3 This meant the pooling of coal and steel production for 
countries who had been at war for centuries, under a common high authority. This 
arrangement later evolved to be called the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1957. 
 
In 1992, the EU’s formation of the European Single Market4 was another big 
development for the regional grouping. The Single Market refers to the EU as 
one territory, without internal borders or other regulatory obstacles in 
order to enable the free movement of goods and services between 
the individual Member States (MS). Argued to stimulate competition 
and trade, improve efficiency, raise quality and help cut prices for 
citizens. 
 

 Founding ECSC Member States:  Germany, France, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. 

 
In 1993, the Treaty of Maastricht created the European Union (EU) opening the way to further 
political integration. 5 The Maastricht Treaty is based on three pillars: the European 
Communities, the Common Foreign and Security Policy6 (CFSP) and police and judicial 
cooperation in criminal matters (Justice and Home Affairs Council7, JHA).  
Maastricht introduced the concept of European citizenship, reinforced the powers of the 
European Parliament and launched Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). 8 Regarding 
citizenship, every person who is a citizen of an EU Member State (MS) can move, work, vote 

                                                
3 ECSC: https://europa.eu/european-union/eu-law/decision-making/treaties_en. 
4 The European Single Market: https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market_en. 
5 Treaty of Maastricht: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:xy0026 and   
https://www.britannica.com/event/Maastricht-Treaty  
6 Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP): https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/common-foreign-security-policy-
cfsp_en.  
7 Justice and Home Affairs Council (JHA): http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/configurations/jha/. 
8 Economic and Monetary Union (EMU): https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-
policy-coordination/economic-and-monetary-union_en. 
 

Figure 2 
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and run for office in local and European Parliament elections in the EU country in which he or 
she lives, regardless of his or her nationality.  
 
The Lisbon Treaty came into force in 2009 and simplified and streamline the institutions that 
govern the EU. 9 For example, the Treaty introduced the European Council (EC) President and 
created the post of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy (foreign minister). 10 
 
 
A brief EU timeline 
 

1939 – 1945 Second World War  
 

1951  European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) is set up by the six 
founding members 
 

1957 Treaties of Rome: setting up the European Economic Community 
(EEC) and the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) 
 
 

1973, 1981, 1986, 
1995, 2004, 2007, 
2013 
 
1992 

Further states join the EU 
 
 
 
The European Single Market proposed in 1985 comes into action 
  

1993 Treaty of Maastricht established the European Union 
 

2002 The EURO comes into circulation 
 

2004 Biggest Enlargement of the EU with the inclusion of 10 countries 
(mostly from Eastern Europe) 
 

2009 The Lisbon Treaty comes into force, changing the way the EU 
works 
 

2020 UK formally leaves the European Union 
 

 
  

                                                
9 Lisbon Treaty: https://www.britannica.com/events/Lisbon-Treaty  
10 European Council (EC): http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/  
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EU Institutions in brief 
 
The EU’s unique institutional set-up includes (but is not limited to) the European Council, 
European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of the European Union, each 
of which have different areas of focus: 
 

● The EU’s broad priorities are set by the European Council, which brings together 
national and EU-level leaders, defining the EU’s overall political direction and 
priorities  
 

● Directly elected MEPs represent EU citizens in the European Parliament 
 

● The interests of the EU as a whole are promoted by the European Commission, 
whose members are appointed by national governments 
 

● Governments defend their own country’s national interests in the Council of the 
European Union (this is what we will be simulating) 

 
 
 

 

In the Council of the European Union 
government ministers from each EU country meet 
to discuss, amend and adopt laws, and coordinate 
policies. The ministers have the authority to 
commit their governments to the actions agreed 

on in the meetings. 11  
 
The Environment Council configuration (ENVI) is responsible for EU environment policy, 
including environmental protection, prudent use of resources and protection of human 
health. However, it also ideas with international 
environmental issues, especially in the area of climate 
change.  
 
This means it is very important that you know your 
countries’ position and goals with regards to the topics 
negotiated. Decisions taken by the Council of the EU will 
have a direct effect on the laws and policies of your 
country.  

                                                
11 Council of the European Union: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/council-eu_en 

The Council of the EU in Brussels 
Figure 4 
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In preparation for your role we suggest that you have a look through the 
Environment Council’s website – it will help you to shape policy on the day.  
Go to: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/configurations/env/  

 
 
How does the Council of the European Union vote? 
 
Depending on the issue under discussion, the Council of the EU takes its decisions by: 

• simple majority (14 member states vote in favour) 
• qualified majority (55% of member states, representing at least 65% of the EU 

population, vote in favour) 
• unanimous vote (all votes are in favour) 

 
The Council can vote only if a majority of its members is present. A member of the Council 
may only act on the behalf of one other member.12 
 
The Council can vote on a legislative act eight weeks after the draft act has been sent to 
national parliaments for their examination. The national parliaments have to decide whether 
the draft legislation complies with the principle of subsidiarity. Earlier voting is only possible 
in special urgent cases. 
 
Voting is initiated by the President of the Council. A member of the Council or the Commission 
can also initiate the voting procedure, but a majority of the Council's members have to 
approve this initiative.  
 
The results of Council votes are automatically made public when the Council acts in its 
capacity as legislator. If a member wants to add an explanatory note to the vote, this note will 
also be made public, if a legal act is adopted. In other cases, when explanations of votes are 
not automatically published, it can be made public on the request of the author.13 
 
 
Other important EU Institutions 
 

The European Council sets the EU’s overall political direction - but has no 
powers to pass laws. Led by its President and comprising of national heads of 
state or government and the President of the Commission, it meets a few days 

                                                
12 Council of the European Union: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/voting-system/  
13 Council of the European Union: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/voting-system/  
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at a time at least twice every 6 months.14 The European Council15 may be described as the 
motor of the EU, influencing and guiding the EU's policy agenda.16  
 
 
 

The European Parliament (EP) is the EU’s law-making body and an 
important forum for political debate and decision-making at EU level. Every 
five years the Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are directly 
elected by voters in all Member States to represent people’s interests with 

regard to EU law- making and to make sure other EU institutions are working democratically.17 
The European Parliament has an elected President that oversees 
the work of the Parliament and its constituent bodies as well as 
the debates in plenary and ensures that Parliament’s Rules of 
Procedure are adhered to. 18  
  
The Members of the European Parliament sit in political groups 
(not by nationality) and there are currently 8 political groups in 
the European Parliament. Some Members do not belong to any 
political group and are known as non-attached Members. 

 
 

The European Commission (EC) is an institution of the European Union, 
responsible for proposing legislation, implementing decisions, upholding 
the EU treaties and managing the day-to-day business of the EU. The 
Commission operates as a cabinet government, with 27 members of the 
Commission (one per Member State). 19  

 

                                                
14 European Council: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-council_en 
15 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/ accessed 18/04/2019 
16 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/conclusions/ accessed 18/0/2019 
17 Website of the European Parliament: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/    
18 European Parliament: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en 
19 European Commission : https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024_en 

The European Parliament building  
( Strasbourg) Figure 3 

Commissioner Von Der Leyen’s ‘Geopolitical Commission’ 2019-2024 (Figure 5) 
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Decision-making in the EU 
As noted above, there are 3 main institutions involved in EU legislation: 

• The European Parliament, which represents the EU’s citizens and is directly elected by 
them 

• The Council of the European Union, which represents the governments of the individual 
member countries. The Presidency of the Council is shared by the member states on a 
rotating basis 

• The European Commission, which represents the interests of the Union as a whole. 

 

Together, these three institutions produce through the "Ordinary Legislative Procedure" 
(ex "co-decision") the policies and laws that apply throughout the EU. In principle, the 
Commission proposes new laws, and the Parliament and Council adopt them. The 
Commission and the member countries then implement them, and the Commission 
ensures that the laws are properly applied and implemented. 

Follow this link for more information on Decision-making in the EU.  
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Introduction to the topic:  
Climate Change 
 

In the past, climate policy in the European Union was not as important as it is today. 
Nevertheless, the EU’s first environmental goals and actions were set in 1972, when it 
adopted the first EU Environment Action Programme and established the first environment 
ministries. Since then, the EU’s goals and actions have been adjusted at regular intervals.  

Article 191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) sets the goals of 
the Union Policy on the environment and provides guidelines on how to prepare for them 
(see Table One). This is especially important in matters of climate change, as this topic 
requires the constant adjustment of policies on how to reach the goals of the Union Policy on 
environmental issues. 

Table One: Article 191 (1) TFEU 
 
Article 191 (1) TFEU 
“Union policy on the environment shall contribute to pursuit of the following objectives: 
— preserving, protecting and improving the quality of the environment, 
— protecting human health, 
— prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources, 
— promoting measures at international level to deal with regional or worldwide 
environmental problems, and in particular combating climate change.” 

 
 
 
Not only has the EU recognised the importance of protecting the environment, but Climate 
Change has also become more and more important globally. For instance in 2015, the United 
Nations General Assembly set 17 global goals which are intended to be achieved by the year 
2030 named the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (see Figure 9). As the EU worked on 
these Sustainable Development Goals, and the EU committing to work multilaterally with the 
UN, these goals also effect the work of the EU in terms of Climate Change and well as other 
issues of global importance such as development policy.  
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Figure 9: The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 

 

What is climate change?  
Climate change is a change in usual weather patterns. This could mean a change in rainfall or 
a change in usual temperature for a month or season. Climate change also means a change in 
Earth's overall climate. That is why the terms “climate change” and “global warming” are 
sometimes used interchangeably. The change of climate and the rise of the average surface 
temperature on Earth itself is nothing new. The planet's climate has constantly been changing 
over geological time. The problem is that through human interference, the planet will warm 
up more rapidly than ever in the last millions of years.20   
 
 

Causes of climate change 

Humans are increasingly influencing the climate and the earth's temperature by burning fossil 
fuels, cutting down rainforests and farming livestock. This adds enormous amounts of 
greenhouse gases to those naturally occurring in the atmosphere, increasing the greenhouse 
effect and global warming. The greenhouse effect refers to the way the Earth's atmosphere 
traps some of the energy from the sun. Some gases in the Earth's atmosphere act a bit like 
the glass in a greenhouse, trapping the sun's heat and stopping it from leaking back into space. 
Many of these gases occur naturally, but human activity is increasing the concentrations of 

                                                
20 https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/nasa-knows/what-is-climate-change-k4.html 
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some of them in the atmosphere, in particular: carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, nitrous oxide 
and fluorinated gases.21 

Crucial human activities increasing these gases are among others:  

 - Energy production from fossil fuels (by burning coal, oil and gas), 
the production of electricity and the consumption of energy, 
discharges large amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere.  

- Cutting down forests (deforestation). Trees help to regulate the 
climate by absorbing CO2 from the atmosphere. So when they are 
cut down, that beneficial effect is lost and the carbon stored in the 
trees is released into the atmosphere, adding to the greenhouse 
effect. 

- Increased livestock farming. Cows and sheep produce large 
amounts of methane when they digest their food. 

- Fertilisers containing nitrogen produce nitrous oxide emissions. 

- Fluorinated gases produce a very strong warming effect, up to 23 000 times greater than 
CO2. Thankfully these are released in smaller quantities and are being phased down by EU 
regulation. 

 
Main source sectors in the EU 
Comparison of gas EU gas emissions 1990 and 2017 by source sectors 

 
As you can see in figure 11, the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions result largely from the 
combustion of fuel. We have to burn fuels, e.g. to generate electricity and heat our buildings. 
                                                
21 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/change/causes_en 

Coal power plants 
Figure 10 

Figure 11 
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The share of fuel combustion in total emissions has decreased over the years. However, as 
emissions from the transport sector have increased, emissions resulting from the generation 
and consumption of energy in general have increased. As a result, energy and climate policies 
are closely linked, and countries' climate policies often focus on these sectors. 
 
 

Consequences of climate change 

Climate change affects all regions around the world. Polar ice shields are melting and the sea 
is rising. In some regions extreme weather events and rainfall are becoming more common 
while others are experiencing more extreme heat waves and droughts.22 

These impacts are expected to intensify in the coming decades: 

- Melting ice and rising seas 
When water warms up it expands. At the same time global warming causes polar ice sheets 
and glaciers to melt. The combination of these changes is causing sea levels to rise, resulting 
in flooding and erosion of coastal and low lying areas. 

- Extreme weather, shifting rainfall 
Heavy rain and other extreme weather events are becoming more frequent. This can lead to 
floods and decreasing water quality, but also decreasing availability of water resources in 
some regions. 

- Risks for human health 
There has been an increase in the number of heat-related deaths in some regions and a 
decrease in cold-related deaths in others.  

- Risks for wildlife 
Climate change is happening so fast that many plants and animal species are struggling to 
cope. Many terrestrial, freshwater and marine species have already moved to new locations. 
Some plant and animal species will be at increased risk of extinction if global average 
temperatures continue to rise unchecked. 

- Costs for society and economy 
Damage to property and infrastructure and to human health imposes heavy costs on society 
and the economy. In the EU Member States, disasters caused by weather and climate-related 
extremes accounted for some 83% of the monetary losses over the period 1980-2017. 
Weather and climate-related losses amounted to EUR 426 billion (at 2017 values).23 

                                                
22 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/change/consequences_en 
23 https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/direct-losses-from-weather-disasters-3/assessment-2 
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Sectors that rely strongly on certain temperatures and precipitation levels such as agriculture, 
forestry, energy and tourism are particularly affected. 

- Consequences for developing countries 
Many poor developing countries are among the most affected. People living there often 
depend heavily on their natural environment and they have the least resources to cope with 
the changing climate. 

- Consequences for Europe 
Southern and central Europe are seeing more frequent heat waves, forest fires and droughts. 
Northern Europe is getting significantly wetter, and winter floods could become common. 
The Mediterranean area is becoming drier, making it even more vulnerable to drought and 
wildfires. 
 
Urban areas, where 4 out of 5 Europeans now live, are exposed to heat waves, flooding or 
rising sea levels, but are often ill-equipped for adapting to climate change.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Figure 12 
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Global climate action 
Overview of most important international climate policies: 

 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)  

In 1994, the UNFCCC, spawned two years earlier in Rio, 
enters into force. Countries that sign the treaty are 
known as 'Parties'. With 196 Parties, the UNFCCC has 
near-universal membership. Parties meet annually at 
the Conference of the Parties (COP) to negotiate 

multilateral responses to climate change.24 

The UNFCCC is the first international treaty that 
describes climate change as a serious problem and commits the international community to 
action. The idea is that, as they are the source of most past and current greenhouse gas 
emissions, industrialized countries are expected to do the most to cut emissions on home 
ground.25 

 
 
The Kyoto Protocol 

The Kyoto Protocol is the world's first greenhouse gas emissions reduction treaty and 
constitutes a further specification of the UNFCCC. The Protocol legally binds developed 
countries to emission reduction targets. In 1997 it was adopted. 191 countries will ratify the 
protocol in the coming years, including all EU member states. 

However, there was disagreement (e.g. about how the agreement and the monitoring system 
should be structured and what the emissions reports should look like). Furthermore, there 
was a discussion of the extent to which carbon dioxide stored in forests should be counted 
towards climate commitments. Thus, it took a long time until enough states ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol so that it could enter into force in 2005. 

Its first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012. The decision on the second 
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol 2013–2020 was made at the COP in 2012. During 
the first commitment period, 37 industrialized countries and the European Community 

                                                
24 https://unfccc.int/timeline/ 
25 https://unfccc.int/timeline/ 
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committed to reduce GHG emissions to an average of 5 % against 1990 levels. During the 
second commitment period, Parties committed to reduce GHG emissions by at least 18 % 
below 1990 levels. However, the composition of Parties in the second commitment period is 
different from the first.26 

 
 
Paris Agreement  

At the COP in Paris in 2015 the Paris Agreement was adopted. It entered into force in 2016 
but its regulations officially only apply from 2020 when the Kyoto Protocol expires. Parties 
worldwide agreed to limit global warming to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and 
to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5°C. The Agreement has 
been considered historical and making a difference in the international climate change 
politics. It includes several uniform obligations for all Parties. It does not include specific 
emission reduction requirements but each Party is to prepare, communicate and maintain 
successive so called “Nationally Determined Contributions” (NCD) that it intends to achieve.27  
  

                                                
26 https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol 
27 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement 
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EU climate action 
 
 
“We want be the front runner. We want to be the role model. 
We are determined to tackle climate change and turn it into an opportunity for Europe.”  
(Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission) 
 
 

Combined, the EU Member States rank third behind China and the United States in emitting 
greenhouse gases. Consequently, the EU is determined to help raise global ambition and is 
leading by example tackling the climate change. 

 
EU climate targets  

Targets for 2020 
The 2020 climate & energy package sets three key targets: 

• 20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions (from 1990 levels) 
• 20% of EU energy from renewables 
• 20% improvement in energy efficiency28 

 
Targets for 2030 
The 2030 climate and energy 
framework includes the following key 
targets for 2030: 

• At least 40% cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
(from 1990 levels) 

• At least 32% share for renewable energy 
• At least 32.5% improvement in energy efficiency29 

 
Note: The directives created to realize the goals include a clause for a possible upwards revision. 

 
Targets for 2050 – Net-zero emissions/ The Green Deal30 
EU’s long term vision is to be climate neutral by 2050. Climate neutrality means emissions will 
yield no net impact on the climate, and includes warming effects that don't come from 
carbon. Under the plan, EU-wide climate-damaging emissions will have to fall to a net-zero 

                                                
28 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2020_en 
29 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2030_en 
30 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en 
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level by 2050. Any remaining emission output will have to be so low that forests, wetlands 
and perhaps technology can absorb the surplus. 
 
The term “Green Deal” was first mentioned as highest priority in Ursula von der Leyen’s 
campaign speech for presidency the European Commission in July 2019. In December 2019 
the Commission specified its plans concerning the Green Deal. It includes updating the EU’s 
climate ambition for 2030, with a 50-55% cut in greenhouse gas emissions to replace the 
current 40% objective. Moreover, the Green Deal means to review every EU law and 
regulation in order to align them with the new climate goals. 
 
The Commission’s plans were sent to the EU Parliament and the European Council for 
endorsement. During the 13-16 January 2020 plenary session the Parliament voted on higher 
ambitions for the EU’s goal of emission reduction of 55% in 203031. An interim target is to be 
set in 2040 to ensure the progress of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Binding national 
targets on energy efficiency and renewable energy in each member state are needed by July 
2021. “Parliament overwhelmingly supported the Commission’s proposal on the Green Deal 
and welcomes the fact that there will be consistency between all European Union policies and 
the objectives of the Green Deal.”32 The European Commission presented a detailed proposal 
on how to finance it. The European Green Deal Investment Plan is designed to attract at least 
one trillion euros worth of public and private investment over the next decade. Around half 
of the money should come from the EU budget through various programmes that contribute 
to climate and environment projects, for instance through agricultural funds, the Regional 
Development Fund, Cohesion Fund, Horizon Europe and the Life programme. About €300 
billion worth of private and public investment is expected to be mobilised through InvestEU 
and ETS funds and another €100 billion should be attracted using the new Just Transition 
Mechanism, which is designed to support regions and communities that are most affected by 
a green transition, for instance regions that are heavily dependent on coal. The mechanism 
will be based on three pillars: the Just Transition Fund, the InvestEU funding stream and loans 
from the European Investment Bank backed by the EU budget.33 In the European Council 
meeting in December 2019, the Council drew the conclusion that it “endorses the objective 
of achieving a climate-neutral EU by 2050 […]. One Member State [Poland], at this stage, 
cannot commit to implement this objective as far as it is concerned, and the European Council 
will come back to this in June 2020.”34 

 
 
                                                
31 European Parliament News, press release 15 January 2020 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-
room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions  
32https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-
deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions 
33https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200109STO69927/europe-s-
one-trillion-climate-finance-plan 
34 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/41768/12-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf 
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Measures to achieve the targets 

The European Union has a wide variety of measures, projects, regulations and laws to 
effectively combat climate change.35 This includes actions in all areas: forest and agriculture, 
transport, industry, water and air and much more. The main pillars that the EU perceives in 
order to achieve the objectives outlined above are outlined below. 
 
1. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

The target is divided between the emissions trading sector on the EU level and national 
effort sharing in non-emissions trading sectors. The emissions trading sectors are the 
power and industry sectors, as well as the aviation sector. The effort sharing legislation 
on the other hand concerns emissions from transport (excluding international shipping), 
buildings/ housing, agriculture and waste. Emissions from land use, land use change and 
forestry are not included. They are covered by the Kyoto Protocol and from 2021 by the 
LULUCF Regulation. 

All of these policies allow some flexibility for Member States. For instance regarding 
LULUCF, Member States can buy and sell net removals from and to other Member States. 
This can encourage Member States to increase CO2 removals beyond their own 
commitment.  

Under the effort sharing legislation in years where emissions are lower than their annual 
emission allocations, Member States can bank surpluses and use them in later years. In 
years where emissions are higher than the annual limit, Member States can borrow a 
limited amount of allocations from the following year.  
 
Three pillars of the EU climate policy for 2030 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
35 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu-climate-action_en 
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Emissions Trading System (ETS) 

The ETS was launched in 2005. It is the world's first and largest emissions trading scheme 
and a major pillar of EU climate policy since it covers around 45% of the EU's greenhouse 
gas emissions.36  
 
The emissions trading scheme obliges more than 11,000 power plants and factories to hold 
a permit for each tonne of CO2 they emit. This should provide a financial incentive to 
pollute less: the less you pollute, the less you pay. Companies have to buy them through 
auctions and the price is affected by demand and supply. 
 
The EU ETS works on the 'cap and trade' principle. A cap is set on the total amount of 
certain greenhouse gases that can be emitted by installations covered by the system. The 
cap is reduced over time so that total emissions fall. Within the cap, companies receive or 
buy emission allowances which they can trade with one another as needed. They can also 
buy limited amounts of international credits from emission-saving projects around the 
world. The limit on the total number of allowances available ensures that they have a 
value. 
 
After each year a company must surrender enough allowances to cover all its emissions, 
otherwise heavy fines are imposed. If a company reduces its emissions, it can keep the 
spare allowances to cover its future needs or else sell them to another company that is 
short of allowances. 
 
The sectors included in the ETS have to deliver a reduction of 21 % in emissions by 2020 
and 43% by 2030 compared to 2005 levels.  
 

 
Effort Sharing Legislation 
In contrast to sectors in the EU ETS, which are regulated at EU level, Member States are 
responsible for national policies and measures to limit emissions from the sectors covered 
by Effort Sharing legislation. Examples of potential policies and measures include reducing 
transport needs, promoting public transport and support schemes for retrofitting 
buildings.37 
 
Taken together, the Member States’ national emission reduction targets must reduce total 
EU emissions by around 10% by 2020 and by 30% by 2030 compared to 2005 levels. 
 
 
 

                                                
36 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets_en 
37 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/effort_en 
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Emissions from land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF)  
The LULUCF Regulation was adopted in 2018. It 
sets a binding commitment for each Member 
State in the period 2021 to 2030 to ensure that 
accounted emissions from land use are entirely 
compensated by an equivalent removal of CO2 
from the atmosphere through action in the 
sector. This is known as the “no debit” rule.38 
 
Although Member States already partly undertook this commitment individually under the 
Kyoto Protocol up to 2020, the Regulation enshrines the commitment for the first time in 
EU law. 

 
 
2. Renewable Energy Directive (RED) 

The Renewable Energy Directive seeks to ensure that by 2020 renewable energy such as 
biomass, wind, hydroelectric power and solar power will make up at least 20% of the EU’s 
total energy consumption in terms of electricity generation, transport, heating and 
cooling. A new target (32.5%) will apply for 2030. As part of the overall target, Member 
States are committed to providing at least 10% (14% in 2030) of their transport fuels from 
renewable energy sources.39 Each Member State adopts its own national renewable 
energy action plan. 

 
 
3. Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) 

By using energy more efficiently and thereby consuming less, Europeans can lower their 
energy bills, help protect the environment and reduce the EU's reliance on external 
suppliers of oil and gas.40 In order to achieve these benefits, energy efficiency needs to be 
improved at all stages of the energy chain, including energy generation, transmission, 
distribution and end-use consumption. At the same time, the benefits of energy savings 
must outweigh the costs, for instance those that result from carrying out renovations. EU 
measures therefore focus on sectors where the potential for savings is the greatest, such 
as buildings. 
 
In order to achieve this, EU countries were required to set their own indicative national 
energy efficiency targets. 

 
                                                
38 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/forests/lulucf_en 
39 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive 
40 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency/targets-directive-and-rules 
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4. Funding 
The EU, its Member States and the European Investment Bank are together the biggest 
contributor of public climate finance to developing countries, giving €21.7 billion in 2018 
alone. They are also the world’s top provider of official development assistance (a total 
€74.4 billion in 2018), with climate action being increasingly integrated into the 
assistance.41 

 
The EU provides funding for environmental, nature conservation 
and climate projects through its LIFE Programme. Under this 
programme € 3.4 billion are dedicated to co-funding climate 
action in the EU and in candidate and neighbouring countries 
during 2014-2020. It is directed towards projects focusing on 
mitigation, adaptation and better governance. 
 

Furthermore, there is the funding programme 
“Horizon 2020” which is the biggest EU Research and 
Innovation programme ever. € 74.8 billion are 
dedicated to support the transfer of technology and 
research collaboration in the period of 2014-2020. 

 
 

 
5. Cooperation with non-EU countries & regions 

The EU works closely with other countries and regions to advance dialogue and 
cooperation on climate change*. Climate action is an integral part of the EU's foreign 
policy agenda. Through climate diplomacy and cooperation initiatives, the EU aims to 
build political will and trust to advance global action, ensure the effectiveness of 
development cooperation, and build capacity to support partner countries in their efforts. 
New Zealand is also moving ahead with policies necessary to deliver its contributions to 
the Paris Agreement. Ever closer co-ordination and co-operation between New Zealand 
and the EU is taking place on climate change matters, including within the successful EU-
New Zealand Energy Partnership in the Pacific. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                
41 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/finance_en 
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*For information on how the Council of the European Union works with other 
governments or international organisations such as the UN to achieve policy 
objective, visit: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-
agreements/  
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Progress of EU towards its goals 

Each Member State is required to establish climate and energy action plans to make intended 

efforts transparent and to make it possible to monitor the progress.42  
 
1. Progress GHG emissions reduction 

The EU has already exceeded its targets for 2020 since greenhouse gas emissions were 
reduced by 23% between 1990 and 2018, while the economy grew by 61% over the same 
period. The most significant decline was in sectors covered by the ETS, in particular power 
plants. Furthermore, the EU as a whole is expected to overachieve its 2020 target and to 
remain well below the aggregated emission limits set under the Effort Sharing Decision for 
the period 2013-2020. 
 
The effective implementation of all climate, energy and mobility targets laid down in Union 
law could lead to EU greenhouse gas reductions up to around 45% in 2030 compared to 1990. 
However, Member States need to further accelerate implementation to achieve the 2030 
targets. 
 
 
2. Progress RED 

Key findings from the latest EU-wide report, published in 2017 show that the vast majority of 
EU countries are well on track to reach their 2020 binding targets for renewable energy, but 
all countries will have to continue their efforts to meet these targets.  
 
Investments in renewable energy are increasingly driven by market decisions and Member 
States increasingly grant support for renewable energy through competitive tenders and 
ensure that renewable energy installations are integrated in the electricity market, as 
required by State aid rules. This has significantly decreased the costs of renewable 
deployment. However, the penetration of renewable energy varies across sectors, with 
renewable energy reaching 30.8 % in the electricity sector, but only 19.5 % in the heating and 
cooling sector, and 7.6 % in the transport sector. The pace of increase in the share of 
renewable energy has also slowed since 2014. While the EU is on track to meet its 2020 
targets for renewable energy, efforts should be stepped up to ensure that 2030 targets are 
met. 
 
 
 

                                                
42 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/fourth-report-state-of-energy-union-
april2019_en_0.pdf  and  https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/progress_en 
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3. Progress EED 
 
The last assessment of the progress made by Member States towards the national energy 
efficiency targets for 2020 was made in 2018. It shows that energy consumption 
increased between 2014 and 2017. The increase could partly be attributed to good 
economic performance since 2014 with low oil prices and colder winters. If energy 
consumption continued to increase, the EU will not reach its 2020. This is why the 
European Commission has established a Task Force with Member States to mobilise 
efforts and fully exploit energy efficiency potentials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is New Zealand doing?  

In New Zealand, the Ministry for Environment (MfE) is tasked review natural resources 
and work alongside individuals and organisations to ensure that NZ remains sustainable 
prosperity. For more information visit www.mfe.govt.nz  
 
You will also find interesting information on the Climate Action Tracker 
(www.climateactiontracker.org) and New Zealand Climate Action Network website 
(www.nzcan.org).  
 
Remember that you will be representing an EU Member State – so think about policies 
and ideas that may be mutually beneficial or allow for extended cooperation.  
  

Figure 19 
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Directive Themes & Questions to 
Consider 
 
Each delegate will represent the State Secretary or Minister for the Environment of their 
allocated country. Ministers and State Secretaries meet to debate and amend each section of 
the draft Directive provided. During the final Plenary43 session all delegates debate, amend 
and vote on the final version of the Directive. 
 
There are five themes within the draft Directive to be debated: 
 

1. Budgets (BUDG) 
2. Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) 
3. Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
4. Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) 
5. Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

 
 
Following is a short introduction to each theme and its challenges in climate change.  
 
It is important to remember that at negotiation meetings, you will be acting as a 
representative of your country that holds certain values and ideas.  
 
You may disagree with other politicians, and can voice these concerns, but you must find a 
way of compromise.  
 
  

                                                
43 European Parliament, ‘How Plenary works’.  
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/organisation-and-rules/how-plenary-works 
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Budgets (BUDG) 
 
The European Union cannot raise taxes, as this is a prerogative that remains within the remit 
of the Member States and will continue to do so fund European policies and run the European 
institutions.44 
 
The EU budget:  
• is funded chiefly (98%) from the EU's own resources; 
• is based on the principle that expenditure must be matched by revenue; 
• has in-built schemes to compensate certain EU countries; 
 
The EU cannot levy taxes and duties itself. Their revenue is a share of the VAT (GST) charged 
by the Member States and contributions by the Member States based on their gross national 
income. There are also "traditional own resources", especially tariffs, which have declined 
steadily in recent decades due to the general liberalization of international trade. 
 
 
The EU 2020 Budget 
"The 2020 EU budget will help create jobs, address climate change, and leverage investments 
all over Europe. It will invest in young people and in making Europe more secure.” Günther 
H. Oettinger, European Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources. 
 
21% of the overall budget will go to measures to address climate change. For example, the 
LIFE Programme for the Environment and Climate Change will receive €589.6 million (+5.6% 
compared to 2019). Horizon 2020, which traditionally makes a substantial contribution to 
reaching climate targets, will get €13.49 billion (+8.8% compared to 2019). The Connecting 
Europe Facility's Energy strand - which invests in the large-scale deployment of renewable 
sources, in upgrading existing energy transmission infrastructure and developing new 
infrastructure - will receive €1.28 billion (+35% compared to 2019). The Connecting Europe 
Facility's Transport strand will be supported with €2.58 billion. 
 
In order to "leave no one behind" when switching to renewable energies, the Commission 
proposed a "just transition mechanism" to help regions that are most dependent on fossil 
fuels. "We have the ambition to mobilize 100 billion euros specifically for the most vulnerable 
regions and sectors", said Commission President von der Leyen. 
 
 
 
 
                                                
44 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/home.html 



36 
 

Questions to consider: 
1. 21% of the overall budget will go to measures to address climate change. That is 

about €35 billion. For comparison, around €25 billion should help make our 
economy more competitive and around €58 billion should strengthen economic, 
social and territorial cohesion in the EU. 
Do you think the budget for combating climate change is justified or should it be 
adjusted up/down? 
 

2. It is not exactly predictable, what consequences can climate change trigger 
if/when the environmental disasters predicted by researchers occur.  
 

3. Is damage limitation possibly less expensive than preventive environmental 
measures?  
 

4. How to sell climate change initiatives to EU citizens? 
 

5. Some EU- Directives were created to achieve the overall targets set individual 
goals for each Member State. For instance, the Renewable Energy Directive takes 
into account the countries’ starting point and overall potential for renewables. 
That’s why the targets range from a low of 10% in Malta to a high of 49% in 
Sweden. 
Should EU Member States that exceed these individual goals get a greater say in 
the climate budget? Would that be a suitable incentive to encourage climate 
protection efforts in the individual countries? And what if a Member State fails to 
achieve its individual goals? Do you think it should be punished with sanctions? 
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Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety (ENVI) 
 
The issue of the environment is about proposing policies and legislation that protect natural 
habitats, keep air and water clean, ensure proper waste disposal and improve knowledge 
about toxic chemicals.45  
 
The health impacts of climate change in Europe are wide ranging. Direct impacts result 
through progressive temperature increases, heat waves, storms, forest fires, floods or 
droughts. Extreme high temperatures contribute directly to deaths from cardiovascular and 
respiratory diseases. 
 
Indirect impacts are mediated through the effects of climate change on ecosystems and 
productive sectors such as agriculture, the distribution of plant and animal species, and water 
and food quantity and quality. Over recent decades, many plant and animal species have 
shifted their geographical ranges, altered their abundance and shifted their seasonal activities 
in response to observed climate change (e.g. bird migration or pollen production). These shifts 
may increase the incidence of pollen allergies and vector-borne diseases in Europe. 
 
Climate change impacts food security. An increase in global temperature, compounded with 
rising global food demand, would increase the likelihood of food insecurity globally and 
regionally. In the European Region, southern Europe is likely to experience significant food 
production losses (of up to 25% in a scenario of 5.4°C temperature increase). 
 
Fresh water supply is likely to be affected by increasingly variable rainfall patterns. Scarcity of 
safe water can compromise hygiene and increase the risk of diarrhoeal and other sanitation-
related diseases.46 
 
The impact of ENVI is to move the EU forward faster and with more ambition to fight against 
climate change. 
 
Questions to consider: 

1. The use of biofuels could make the Union independent of oil, but this use is in 
competition with food production. Does it make it morally questionable? 
 

2. Do also think about if biofuels have a better carbon footprint than fossil fuels. 

                                                
45 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html 
46 www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/347983/13-Fact-sheet-SDG-Climate-change-FINAL-25-10-
2017.pdf?ua=1   
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3. Compulsory vaccination is highly controversial among the Member States. Since 

insect and tick populations are changing due to climate change, this topic is again 
relevant. What do you think of a general EU-wide obligation to vaccinate in order 
to prevent the transmission of diseases? 
 

4. The consequences of climate change could severely affect agriculture in Europe. 
Should the EU create a large agricultural area, which is specially protected and 
where permanent farming can be guaranteed? Such an area would need an 
enormous amount of land in order to ensure food safety in Europe. Would 
expropriation be justified for this? 
 

5. What about other areas of ENVI? E.g. Biodiversity, the circular economy, public 
health, food safety, air and water quality and the use of chemicals and pesticides? 
What should/ does ENVI do in these areas? 
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Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
 
Transport and Tourism aims to enhance links between tourism, economic growth, and 
inclusive development in the European Union. There is a strong interest in ensuring mobility 
in Europe, while simultaneously protecting the climate.47 
 
Transport represents almost a quarter of Europe's greenhouse gas emissions and is the main 
cause of air pollution in cities. The transport sector has not seen the same gradual decline in 
emissions as other sectors: emissions only started to decrease in 2007 and still remain higher 
than in 1990. More than two thirds of transport-related greenhouse gas emissions are from 
road transport, which contributes about 20% of the EU's total emissions of CO2. 
 
EU transport policies focus on all types of transportation: air, road, rail, maritime and inland 
waterways. 
 
Climatic conditions represent a key input for the tourism industry and future alterations of 
these conditions are also likely to lead to non-negligible changes in the structure and 
performance of this sector of activity. Climate change might also modify the relative suitability 
of regions and countries for tourism activities. 
 
The tourism industry is affected by many direct and indirect impacts of climate change. The 
rising sea level will endanger the coastal tourist infrastructure and natural tourist attractions. 
Rising temperatures will shorten the winter sports season and threaten the profitability of 
some ski resorts. While there are ways to adapt to the changing climate, many of them are 
likely to incur additional costs and only provide temporary relief. 
 
Questions to consider: 

1. EU policies and laws help reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transport, e.g. 
through driving bans in city centres, through a CO2 tax, etc. 
. Should TRAN adopt stricter regulations on GHG emissions in the transport 
sector and introduce emission limits? 
 

2. The environmental and climate relief in passenger transport cannot be achieved 
by technical improvements to the vehicle alone. Cars and trucks today emit fewer 
greenhouse gases and air pollutants on average than in 1995. This is why the 
kilometres-related or specific emissions of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide 

                                                
47 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home.html  and 
https://research4committees.blog/2019/10/29/european-tourism-recent-developments-and-future-challenges/  and  
https://research4committees.blog/2019/01/17/overtourism-impact-and-possible-policy-responses/ 
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decreased. However, since there are more vehicles on the road, carbon dioxide 
emissions are 20 percent higher than in 1995. Could no cars in downtown areas, 
greater use of public transport, the increased use of electric cars and the 
reduction in overall vehicle use make a significant contribution to climate 
protection? 
What about other impacts of this measure? Would the public accept more 
restrictions? 
 

3. Overtourism describes the situation in which the effects of tourism at certain 
times and in certain places exceed the physical, ecological, social, economic, 
psychological and / or political capacity thresholds. What impact could 
overtourism have on communities and the environment? 
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Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) 
 
Under this topic you need to consider the Union's industrial, space and research and 
innovation policies, including science and technology, as well as dissemination and 
exploitation of research results.48  
 
Another focus is on energy policy. This includes security of energy supply in the Union, the 
promotion of energy efficiency and saving, and the development of new and renewable forms 
of energy. The production and use of energy, in particular fuel combustion, account for more 
than 50 % of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions. Thus, energy and climate policies are closely 
connected. This also touches on nuclear safety, decommissioning and waste disposal in the 
nuclear sector.  
 
The EU supports the goal of climate neutrality by 2050 and wishes the heads of state and 
government to increase the EU's nationally determined contribution within the framework of 
the Paris climate agreement. Always emphasize the importance of energy efficiency and 
renewable energies in climate protection negotiations. 
 
 
Questions to consider: 

1. Coal-fired power plants rank first to 9th of the largest carbon emitter in 
Europe. By contrast, nuclear power plants do not generate CO2. Should 
nuclear energy therefore be declared emission-free? The implications of this 
could be that more states are backing nuclear power generation. 

 
2. How could companies be encouraged to reduce even more greenhouse gases? 

Please think outside the square, e.g. non-monetary measures. 
 

3. The requirements of European environmental policy put a heavy financial 
burden on industry. What must politics pay attention to, so that the European 
economy does not lose touch with major economic powers? China and the USA 
for example have less strict environmental policies. 

 

  

                                                
48 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html 
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Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
(LIBE) 
 
This theme looks at the protection of citizens’ rights, human rights and fundamental rights, 
including the protection of minorities, as laid down in the Treaties and in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, within the territory of the Union.49 It includes 
issues of protection of personal data, migration and asylum rules, and the integrated 
management of common borders.50 
 
Europe has been struggling with the so-called refugee crisis since 2015. Millions of people 
sought refuge in Europe due to wars in their home countries. Many problems in dealing with 
the refugee crisis have also led to the strengthening of right-wing parties in Europe.  
 
Climate change could now lead to another refugee crisis and exacerbate the political 
situation.  
 
Our habitable planet and the resources we need to survive will continue to shrink due to 
climate change (due to floods, dry seasons, etc.) and push more and more people into ever 
smaller areas. The result will be climate refugees. It is estimated that around 200 million 
people will lose their homes due to the climate by 2050. 
 
 
Questions to consider: 

1. Should the EU introduce a law that classifies citizens of countries threatened by 
the impending rise in sea level as "climate refugees"? 
 

2. Must there be a differentiated classification of economic, war, political and 
climate refugees? 
The term "climate refugees" is used a lot. What are the characteristics of a refugee 
and would the term "disaster displaced persons" be more appropriate? 
 

3. What challenges will Europe face with another flood of refugees? 
 

4. Should right-wing parties have to act particularly against climate change to avoid 
more foreigners in the form of climate refugees? 
 

 
                                                
49 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html 
50 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/lastrules/RESP-LIBE_EN.html 
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The Member States of the EU  
 

EU Member State: Austria 
Population: 8,858, 775 
Seats in EU Parliament: 18 
 
Austria has developed a high standard of living and 
in 2019 was ranked 20th in the world for its Human 
Development Index and remains one of the EU 
Member States with the highest GDP per capita. 
Austria has been a member of the United Nations 
since 1955, joined the European Union in 1995, and 
is a founder of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). Austria also 
signed the Schengen Agreement in 1995, and 
adopted the euro currency in 1999. 
 
The most important sectors of Austria’s economy in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (22.9%), industry (22%) and public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (17.3%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 71% of Austria’s exports. In terms of imports, 78% come from EU Member 
States.51 
 
Environmental protection has become an increasingly important item on the Austrian social 
and economic policy agenda. In September 2019, Austrian parliament declared a “climate 
emergency” to show that fighting the climate change is a task of the highest priority.52 The 
country already undertakes lots of actions aimed at a sustainable national environmental and 
energy policy. Austria is an anti-nuclear country and its decarbonisation drive has 
strengthened. Renewable energy currently accounts for around 33.5% of energy produced. 
Over 70% of electricity already comes from renewable energy sources. That means that 
Austria is already the front runner in Europe in the electricity sector.53  
 
For more useful information see the Website of the Federal Ministry for Sustainability and 
Tourism: https://www.bmnt.gv.at/english/ and Austria’s “Mission 2030”: 
https://mission2030.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Klima-Energiestrategie_en.pdf 

                                                
51 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/austria_en 
52 https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/70094/austrian-parliament-declares-climate-emergency-
four-days-from-elections/ 
53 https://mission2030.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Klima-Energiestrategie_en.pdf 
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EU Member State: Belgium 
 
Population: 11,467, 923 
Seats in EU Parliament: 21 
 
Belgium is one of the six founding countries of the 
European Union and hosts the European 
Commission, Council of the European Union, and 
European Council, as well as the European 
Parliament in the country's capital, Brussels.  
 
Belgium is also a founding member of the Eurozone, 
NATO, OECD and the World Trade Organization. 
Belgium is a developed country, with an advanced 
high-income economy and is categorized as "very 
high" according to the Human Development Index. 
 
The most important sectors of Belgium’s economy in 2018 were public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (22.1%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (19.4%) and industry (16.7%). 
Intra-EU trade accounts for 73% of Belgium’s exports. In terms of imports, 64% come from EU 
Member States.54 

 
Belgium has managed to reduce the use of fossil fuels and increase the use of renewable 
energy. Belgium has already phased out coal power a few years ago, which marks a significant 
step in the transition away from fossil fuels.55 Around 37% of electricity comes from 
renewable energy sources. Nuclear energy accounts for around a third of Belgium’s electricity 
generation. The current policy is to close all nuclear power plants between 2022 and 2025. 
This could seriously challenge Belgium’s efforts to ensure electricity security and provide 
affordable low-carbon electricity.56 

 
For further information see https://www.belgium.be/en 
  

                                                
54 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/belgium_en 
55 https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/news/coal-in-europe/ 
56 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/be.html 
 



45 
 

EU Member State: Bulgaria 
 
Population: 7,000, 039 
Seats in EU Parliament: 17 
 
 
Bulgaria is a member of the European Union, 
NATO, and the Council of Europe; a founding 
state of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE); and has taken a seat 
at the United Nations Security Council three 
times. In 2007 Bulgaria was allowed to join the 
EU, mostly for geopolitical reasons, even though 
the country didn’t fully assume the rights and 
obligations of membership. Bulgaria has 
committed to adopt the euro once it fulfils the necessary conditions. Furthermore Bulgaria is 
currently in the process of joining the Schengen area. 
 
The most important sectors of Bulgaria’s economy in 2018 were industry (23.1%), wholesale 
and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services (22.6%) and public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (14.1%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 69% of Bulgaria’s exports and in terms of imports, 64% come from EU 
Member States.57 
 
Bulgaria’s energy generation includes nuclear energy, solid fuels, such as coal, as well as small 
quantities of gas. The role of renewable energy sources (wind, solar, biomass, and hydro) has 
increased dramatically in recent years. Renewable energy accounts for around 42% of 
Bulgaria’s electricity generation.58  
 
For further useful information see the Website of the Ministry of Energy: 
https://www.me.government.bg/en/themes-c186.htm and the Ministry of Environment and 
Water: https://www.moew.government.bg/en/climate/ 

  

                                                
57 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/bulgaria_en 
58 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bu.html 
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EU Member State: Croatia 
 
Population: 4,076,246 
Seats in EU Parliament: 11 
 
 
Croatia is the newest member of the European 
Union. Even though Croatia is now part of the EU, 
it hasn’t yet joined the Schengen Area, nor the 
Eurozone (having not met the criteria). Croatia is 
part of important worldwide organisations such as 
the UN, NATO and the WTO. From January 1st, 
2020 Croatia holds the revolving presidency of the 
Council of the EU for the first time. 
 
The most important sectors of Croatia’s economy in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (23.1%), industry (20.4%) and public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (15.5%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 68% of Croatia’s exports. In terms of imports, 78% come from EU Member 
States.59 
 
Croatia has reduced its primary energy supply from fossil fuels and been active in attracting 
investors to renewable energy projects – especially wind power – but fossil fuels still play a 
significant role in the local economy and politics.60 However, renewable energy accounts for 
more than a half of Croatia’s electricity generation.61 
 
Due to its coastal location, the country could seriously be affected by climate change since 
the expected effects of the climate change include the rise of the sea-level and droughts. This 
should not only cause deep impacts on the Croatians, but also on tourism, which is a big 
contributor to Croatia’s GDP.62 
 
Further information is provided on the Website of the Ministry of Environment and Energy: 
https://mzoe.gov.hr/climate/1878 
  

                                                
59 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/croatia_en 
60 https://hgk.hr/documents/official-croatia-report5cef87495aaec.pdf 
61 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hr.html 
62 https://hgk.hr/documents/official-croatia-report5cef87495aaec.pdf 
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EU Member State: Cyprus 
 
Population: 875,898 
Seats in EU Parliament: 6 
 
 
Cyprus is a developed country and an island in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. The island has been 
divided between the Turkish Cypriot state in the 
north and the Republic of Cyprus, since the 
Turkish occupation in 1974, creating an ongoing 
issue between both nations. Even if the Republic 
of Cyprus has de jure the sovereignty over the 
whole island through law, de facto it is divided. In 
2008 Cyprus established the euro as their 
currency. The country is not yet a member of the Schengen Area.  
 
The most important sectors of Cyprus’s economy in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (25.3%), public administration, defence, 
education, human health and social work activities (19.3%) and professional, scientific and 
technical activities; administrative and support service activities (10.4%). Intra-EU trade 
accounts for 28% of Cyprus’ exports, in terms of imports, 57% come from EU Member 
States.63 
 
Only 15% of Cyprus’ electricity come from renewable energy sources.64 The country is highly 
dependent on fossil fuels for energy. This makes it crucial for the country to develop both its 
natural gas – the cleanest of the fossil fuels - and renewable energy sources. The potential of 
the latter is enormous, especially with regard to solar energy.65 
 
According to researchers, climate change will have a particularly strong impact on the Eastern 
Mediterranean, which will be a major challenge for Cyprus.66 
 
For further information see the Website of the Department of Environment: 
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/index_en/index_en?Open
Document and 
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/cyprus_draftnecp.pdf 
  
                                                
63 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/cyprus_en 
64 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cy.html 
65 https://www.cyprusprofile.com/en/sectors/energy-renewables/ 
66 https://www.cyi.ac.cy/index.php/eewrc/eewrc-research-projects/climate-change-and-impact.html 
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EU Member State: Czech Republic  
 
Population: 10,649,800 
Seats in EU Parliament: 21 
 
 
The Czech Republic (more recently called 
Czechia) is not only part of the European Union, 
but is also a member of NATO, the UN, the OECD 
and other important organisations. It is a 
developed country and has the lowest level of 
unemployment in the whole of the EU. The 
Czech Republic uses the euro and is also part of 
the Schengen Area. 
 
The most important sectors of the Czech 
Republic’s economy in 2018 were industry (30.2%), wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (19.2%) and public administration, defence, education, 
human health and social work activities (15.5%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 84% of the Czech 
Republic’s exports. In terms of imports, 76% come from EU Member States. 
 
The Czech Republic’s energy mix as well as its electricity mix is dominated by coal and nuclear. 
Renewable energy sources account for 21% of the electricity.67 The Czech Republic has no 
official plans for decommissioning its coal-fired plants, but coal as the leading source of the 
power system will be replaced gradually by nuclear. However, the transition is expected to 
take decades.68 
 
For further information see the Website of the Ministry of the Environment: 
https://www.mzp.cz/en/climate_energy 
  

                                                
67 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ez.html 
68 https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/11777.pdf 
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EU Member State: Denmark  
 
Population: 5,806,081 
Seats in EU Parliament: 13 
 
 
Denmark is a developed country and member of 
the European Union. Nevertheless, it never took 
the euro currency. Denmark is a founding member 
of NATO, the Nordic Council, the OECD, OSCE, and 
the United Nations; it is also part of the Schengen 
Area. Danes enjoy a high standard of living. The 
country ranks highly in some metrics of national 
performance, including education, health care, 
protection of civil liberties, democratic 
governance, prosperity and human development.  
 
The most important sectors of Denmark’s economy in 2018 were public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (21.6%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (20.0%) and industry (18.0%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 61% of Denmark’s exports and in terms of imports, 70% come from EU 
Member States.69 
 
The energy supply in Denmark consists of a mixed portfolio of oil, gas, coal and renewable 
energy. By 2050, Denmark aims to be a low-carbon society independent of fossil fuels. The 
country is moving convincingly to meet these world-leading targets. Electricity generation in 
Denmark has changed fundamentally over the past two decades. Coal generation has eroded, 
and the bulk of power generation now comes from wind and bioenergy. Denmark is now 
widely recognised as a global leader in integrating variable renewable energy while at the 
same time maintaining a highly reliable and secure electrical-power grid.70 Renewable energy 
already accounts for 54% of Denmark’s electricity generation.71 
 
For further useful information have a look at the Website of the Danish Ministry of Climate, 
Energy and Utilities: https://en.kefm.dk/ and the Website of the Danish Energy Agency: 
https://ens.dk/en 
  

                                                
69 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/denmark_en 
70 https://www.iea.org/countries/Denmark/ 
71 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/da.html 
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EU Member State: Estonia 
 
Population: 1,324,820 
Seats in EU Parliament: 6 
 
 
Since 2007, Estonia has been part of the Schengen 
Area and since 2011 also part of the Eurozone. It 
is also a member of UN, NATO and the OECD. In 
2020, Estonia has a seat in the United Nations 
Security Council for the first time.  
 
Estonia has a modern market-based economy and 
one of the higher per capita income levels in 
Central Europe and the Baltic region, but it’s still 
one of the lowest among the EU. 
 
The most important sectors of Estonia’s economy in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (21.1%), industry (20.8%) and public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (15.6%). 
Intra-EU trade accounts for 68% of Estonia’s exports, in terms of imports, 77% come from EU 
Member States.72 
 
Estonia has a unique energy mix. Domestically produced oil shale, an energy-rich sedimentary 
rock that can be either burned for heat and power generation or used for producing liquid 
fuels, dominates energy supply. This gives the country a high degree of energy independence 
but also extremely high carbon intensity. In 2018, oil shale accounted for 72% of Estonia’s 
total domestic energy production, 73% of total primary energy supply and 76% of electricity 
generation, which is a significant drop over the past 10 years.73 Renewable energy accounts 
for around a third of Estonia’s electricity generation.74 
 
For further information see the Website of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Communications: https://www.mkm.ee/en/objectives-activities/energy-sector and the 
“National Development Plan of the Energy Sector until 2030”:  
https://www.mkm.ee/sites/default/files/ndpes_2030_eng.pdf 
  

                                                
72 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/estonia_en 
73 https://www.iea.org/countries/estonia 
74 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/en.html 
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EU Member State: Finland 
 
Population: 5,517,919 
Seats in EU Parliament: 13 
 
 
Finland is a top performer in numerous 
metrics of national performance including: 
education, economic competitiveness, civil 
liberties, quality of life, and human 
development. In 2019, Finland was ranked 
first among EU member states in the World 
Human Capital and second in the Press 
Freedom Index. Moreover, Finland was 
ranked as the most stable and sustainable 
country according to Fragile States Index.  
 
 
The most important sectors of Finland’s economy in 2018 were% industry (21.3%), public 
administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (20.2%) and 
wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services (15.5%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 59% of Finland’s exports. In terms of imports, 70% come from EU Member 
States.75 
 
As an Arctic country, Finland faces rapid changes in its climate, with potential consequences 
for, among others, forest growth and the occurrence and strength of winter storms. The 
country is a global leader in producing second-generation biofuels from wood and by-
products, notably biodiesel. Finland is continuously decarbonizing its energy sector, mostly in 
power generation thanks to large shares of nuclear, hydro and bioenergy. The country has 
aligned its climate and energy policies with a goal of climate neutrality by 2050 and ambitious 
climate targets for 2030.76 Renewable energy currently accounts for around 43 % of Finland’s 
electricity generation.77 
 
Further useful information is provided on the Website of Finland’s Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Employment: https://tem.fi/en/energy and the Ministry of Environment: 
https://www.ym.fi/en-US/The_environment/Climate_and_air 
  

                                                
75 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/finland_en 
76 https://www.iea.org/countries/finland 
77 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fi.html 
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EU Member State: France 
 
Population: 67,028,048 
Seats in EU Parliament: 74 
 
 
France is a developed country and has, after 
Germany, the second largest economy in the EU 
and the world's sixth-largest. France remains a 
strong power in the world, being one of the five 
permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council with the power of veto and is an 
official nuclear-weapon state. It's a founding and 
leading Member State of the European Union and 
the Eurozone.  
  
The most important sectors of France’s economy are public administration, defence, 
education, human health and social work activities (22.4%), wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (17.8%) and Professional, scientific and 
technical activities; administrative and support service activities (14.0%).  

The EU is France's largest trading partner. Intra-EU trade accounts for 59% of France’s exports 
and 59% of the imported goods.78 

34% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources79 

France recognizes climate change as a serious problem, which is why they want to reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030 compared with 1990 levels, and by 75% by 
2050. They want to halve final energy consumption by 2050 compared with 2012 levels and 
to reduce fossil fuel consumption by 30% by 2030 relative to 2012.80 

  

                                                
78 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/france_en 
79 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fr.html 
80 https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-profiles/countries-a-f/france.aspx 
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EU Member State: Germany 
 
Population: 83,019,213 
Seats in EU Parliament: 96 
 
 
Germany is one of the most important countries 
in the European Union. Not only is it the biggest 
net contributor (providing 20% of the EU budget), 
Germany is also the biggest economy in Europe 
and has the world's fourth-largest economy by 
nominal GDP.  
 
Germany was a founding member of the 
European Economic Community in 1957. 
Germany promotes the creation of a more unified European political, economic and security 
system.  
 
Germany is a developed country with a very high standard of living sustained by a skilled and 
productive society.  
 
The most important sectors of Germany’s is the industry (25.8%), public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (18.2%) and wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food service activities (16.3%). The EU is Germany’s 
largest trading partner. Intra-EU trade accounts for 59% of Germany’s exports and 66% of the 
imported goods.81 
 
54% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources. 82 
Germany is bidding farewell to nuclear energy, expanding renewable energy sources and 
working to make its economy virtually climate-neutral by mid-century.83  
  

                                                
81 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/germany_en 
82 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gm.html 
83 https://www.cleanenergywire.org/easyguide 
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EU Member State: Greece 
 
Population: 10,722,287 
Seats in EU Parliament: 21 
 
 
Greece is a developed country which joined the EU 
in 1981. Greece is also part of the Eurozone, is a 
founding member of the UN and is part of NATO, 
the OECD and WTO. Greece's unique cultural 
heritage, large tourism industry, prominent 
shipping industry classify it as a middle power. It is 
also a country with significant geostrategic 
importance, because it has borders with non-EU 
members such as Turkey. The country’s main 
export partners are Italy, Germany and Turkey, while its main import partners are Germany, 
Italy and Russia. 
 
The most important sectors of Greece’s economy are wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (25.1%), public administration, defence, education, human 
health and social work activities (20.3%) and real estate activities (16.3%). Trading with the 
EU is very important for Greece. Intra-EU trade accounts for 53% of Greece’s exports and 51% 
of the imported goods. 
 
43% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.84 Since 
the country has very little indigenous oil production, the remaining oil demand in Greece is 
traditionally covered by imported crude oil. In Greece, there are no nuclear power plants and 
nuclear energy is not considered as an option in the foreseeable future.85 
 
Greece's climate change policy aims to increase the share of renewable energy sources. As a 
result, the share of energy, in particular electricity, from renewable sources has increased 
significantly over the last decade. Electricity generation from renewable energy sources grew 
almost ten-fold since 2004.   

                                                
84 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gr.html 
85 https://www.oecd-nea.org/law/legislation/greece.pdf 
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EU Member State: Hungary 
 
Population: 9,772,756 
Seats in EU Parliament: 21 
 
 
Hungary is a country with a rich cultural history and 
has contributed significantly to arts, music, 
literature, sports, science and technology. It is part 
of the European Union, the Schengen Area and has 
also implemented the single currency. Hungary is 
also member of NATO, the UN, OECD and the WTO.  
 
The most important sectors of Hungary’s economy 
in 2018 were industry (25.9%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (18.5%) and public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (16.8%). 
 
The EU is Hungary’s largest trading partner. Intra-EU trade accounts for 82% of Hungary’s 
exports and 75% of the imported goods. 14% of the country’s total electricity generating 
capacity is from renewable sources.86 The residential sector is the biggest energy consumer, 
with 80% of the building stock lacking modern and efficient heating systems.87 
 
Hungary also wants to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. They would like to expand 
their share of renewable energy sources. Furthermore, during the UN climate action summit 
in NY, President Ader announced that “Hungary will increase its solar power capacity tenfold 
by 2030. It will stop producing energy from coal while expanding production of nuclear power 
plants,”88  

                                                
86 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hu.html 
87https://www.oecd.org/environment/country-reviews/highlights-hungary-2018-performance-review.pdf 
88 https://financialobserver.eu/ce/hungary-to-phase-out-coal-fired-electricity-generation-by-2030/ 
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EU Member State: Ireland 
 
Population: 4,904,226 
Seats in EU Parliament: 11 
 
 
Ireland is a member of the European Union and is a 
founding member of the Council of Europe and the 
OECD. Ireland’s main export trading partners are the 
US, the UK and Belgium, while its main import 
partners are the UK, the US and France. 
 
The most important sectors of Ireland’s economy are 
industry (36.5%), information and communication 
(12.1%) and wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food service activities 
(11.7%) and public administration, defence, education, human health and social work 
activities (10.5%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 50% of Ireland’s exports. In terms of imports, 
64% come from EU Member States.89 
 
35% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.90 
For years, Ireland has paid little attention to climate change. That changed in 2019 when the 
Government released their Climate Action Plan, detailing what needs to be done to tackle 
climate breakdown. This includes, among others, that by 2030 70% of the electricity should 
be generated from renewables. The amount of waste going to landfill should be reduces by 
10% by 2035, Reduce food waste by 50% by 2030, increase number of electric vehicles in 
Ireland to 1 million by 2030, Plant 8,000 hectares of new forest each year, Upgrade 500,000 
homes to become more energy efficient by 203091 
  

                                                
89 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/ireland_en 
90 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ei.html 
91 https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Climate%20Action%20Plan%202019.pdf 
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EU Member State: Italy 
 
Population: 60,359,546 
Seats in EU Parliament: 73 
 
 
Italy plays an important role in regional and global 
economic, military, cultural and diplomatic affairs, 
and it is a middle power. It has a very high level of 
human development and is ranked sixth in the 
world for life expectancy.  
 
The country has the third largest economy in the 
Eurozone and the eighth largest in the world.  
 
The most important sectors of Italy’s economy are wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (21.4%), industry (19.4%) and public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (16.6%). Intra-EU trade accounts 
for 56% of Italy’s exports. In terms of imports, 59% come from EU Member States.92 
 
46% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.93 
 
Italy, as a Member State of the European Union, committed to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by 20% by 2020 compared to a 1990 baseline.94 
 
Italy is the first country to adopt a climate change curriculum in public schools. Starting next 
school year, schools will be required to dedicate 33 hours per year — almost one hour per 
school week — to discussing the challenges of climate change.95  

                                                
92 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/italy_en 
93 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/it.html 
94 https://www.climatescorecard.org/2018/06/italys-national-energy-strategy/ 
95 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/italy-to-become-first-country-to-make-studying-climate-change-compulsory-in-
schools/ 
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EU Member State: Latvia 
 
Population: 1,919,968 
Seats in EU Parliament: 8 
 
 
Latvia is a democratic and developed country and 
member of the European Union, NATO, the Council 
of Europe and the United Nations. Since the early 
years of the 21st century Latvia had the highest 
growth rate in GDP per capita in the EU, but as a 
result of the global economic crisis, the Latvian 
economy fell 18% in the first three months of 2009, 
the biggest fall in the European Union. However, 
since 2012 the annual growth rate has been 
continuously rising.  
 
The most important sectors of Latvia’s economy are wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (25.4%), industry (16.1%) and public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (15.8%). Intra-EU trade accounts 
for 67% of Latvia’s exports. In terms of imports, 75% come from EU Member States.96 
 
61% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.97 This 
has brought Latvia on track to reach its overall 2020 EU renewable energy target. However, 
the Latvian goal is to reduce energy consumption in general. The residential sector, for 
example, is enormously inefficient despite a decline in residential energy use. 
 
Transport is the second largest energy user, the main source of GHG emissions and a major 
source of air pollutants. Latvia’s vehicle fleet is largely above ten years old and diesel-fuelled, 
and new cars are carbon-intensive. The fleet is growing even as the population declines.98 
  

                                                
96 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/latvia_en 
97 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lg.html 
98 https://www.oecd.org/environment/country-reviews/OECD-EPR-Latvia-2019-Abridged-Version.pdf 
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EU Member State: Lithuania 
 
Population: 2,794,184 
Seats in EU Parliament: 11 
 
 
Lithuania is a member of the European Union, the 
Council of Europe, a full member of the Eurozone, 
Schengen Area and NATO. Lithuania has been among 
the fastest growing economies in the European Union.  
 
The most important sectors of Lithuania’s economy 
are wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (32.2%), industry 
(21.9%) and public administration, defence, education, human health and social work 
activities (14.3%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 59% of Lithuania’s exports. In terms of imports, 
69% come from EU Member States.99 

27% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.100 
Energy sector is the most significant source of GHG emissions in Lithuania with 55% share of 
the total emissions. The second most important source of GHG emissions is agriculture sector 
accounting for 22.9% of the total national GHG emissions. 
 
The climate change policy in Lithuania is based on the EU climate change policy with the goal 
of limiting the rise in temperature to no more than 2 °C above pre-industrial levels.  
 
The main national strategic documents and programmes which include targets and objectives 
related to climate change mitigation are: The Strategy for the National Climate Change 
Management Policy, Lithuania’s Progress Strategy 2030, The National Reform Programme, 
National Energy Independence Strategy. 101  

                                                
99 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/lithuania_en 
100 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lh.html 
101 
https://unfccc.int/files/national_reports/national_communications_and_biennial_reports/application/pdf/142035
_lithuania-nc7-1-7th_national_communication.pdf 
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EU Member State: Luxembourg 
 
Population: 613,894 
Seats in EU Parliament: 6 
 
 
Luxembourg is a founding member of the 
European Union, OECD, United Nations, NATO, and 
Benelux, reflecting its political consensus in favour 
of economic, political, and military integration. 
Luxembourg has long been a prominent supporter 
of European political and economic integration. 
Luxembourg is the site of the European Court of 
Justice, the European Court of Auditors, the 
Statistical Office of the European Communities 
("Eurostat") and other vital EU organs. 
 
The most important sectors of Luxembourg’s economy was the financial and insurance 
activities (26.5%), wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services 
(18%) and public administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities 
(16.7%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 84% of Luxembourg’s exports. In terms of imports, 88% 
come from EU Member States.102 

75% of the country’s total electricity generating capacity is from renewable sources.103 

An atypical situation compared to its neighbouring countries is the high fuel consumption, 
which constitutes approximately two-thirds of the entire national final energy consumption. 
 
However, in recent years Luxembourg has made significant progress in energy and climate 
policy, laying the foundations for a sustainable energy transition. For example, Luxembourg 
is aiming for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 50% and 55% by 2030 compared 
to the base year of 2005 already at the national level, as enshrined in the Paris Climate 
Agreement. 104 
  

                                                
102 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/luxembourg_en 
103 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lu.html 
104 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/ec_courtesy_translation_lu_necp.pdf 
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EU Member State: Malta 
 
Population: 493,559 
Seats in EU Parliament: 6 
 
 
Malta is the smallest member of the European 
Union. Malta became an EU member in May 2004 
and began using the euro as currency in 2008. The 
population of Malta accounts for only 0.1% of the 
entire population of the EU. Nevertheless, Malta is 
an important member of the EU for geopolitical 
reasons, including because of the business interests 
of Europe in the North African states and as a British 
naval base. Malta is part of the Schengen Area and 
also part of the Monetary Union. 
 
The most important sectors of Malta’s economy in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, 
transport, accommodation and food services (21.0%), public administration, defence, 
education, human health and social work activities (16.8%) and Arts, entertainment and 
recreation; other service activities; activities of household and extra-territorial organizations 
and bodies (15.0%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 57% of Malta’s exports. In terms of imports, 
72% come from EU Member States.105 
 
Renewable energy accounts for around 19% of Malta’s electricity generation.106  
 
Malta has worked to modernize its electrical grid in recent years, transitioning from 
inefficient coal- and heavy oil-fuelled domestic production to an approach using natural 
gas, oil for backup, and an electricity interconnector with Sicily. Stretching over a span of 
159 km, the pipeline will connect Malta to the European Gas Network Grid. Malta imports 
nearly all of its energy. 

  

                                                
105 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/malta_en 
106 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/mt.html 
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EU Member State: Netherlands 
 
Population: 17,282,163 
Seats in EU Parliament: 26 
 
 
The Netherlands is a founding member of the EU, 
Eurozone, NATO, OECD and WTO, and a part of the 
trilateral Benelux Union. The country is host to five 
international courts: the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration, the International Court of Justice, the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia, the International Criminal Court and 
the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. 
 
The most important sectors of the Netherlands’ economy in 2018 were public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (20.8%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (20.6%) and Professional, scientific and 
technical activities; administrative and support service activities (15.4%).Intra-EU trade 
accounts for 74% of the Netherlands’ exports. In terms of imports, 46% come from EU 
Member States.107 
 
The Netherlands are Europe’s second-largest producer of natural gas and one of the most 
fossil-fuel- and CO2-intensive economies among IEA member countries.108 The Dutch 
electricity system mostly natural gas and coal, for power generation. The most Dutch power 
plants run on gas. 41 percent of national energy demand is covered by their own raw 
materials. Renewable energy comes mainly from biofuels, waste, and wind. Solar, hydro, and 
nuclear energy play a minor role. 109 Renewable energy accounts for around 23% of 
Netherland’s electricity generation. 110 

 
Dutch central government is committed to ensuring that 14% of all energy used in the 
Netherlands is sustainable by 2020 and 16% by 2023. Wind energy is a key source of 
renewable energy for the Netherlands, which depends on it to achieve these goals.111  
 
 
  

                                                
107 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/netherlands_en  
108 https://www.iea.org/countries/The%20Netherlands/ 
109 https://www.privacyshield.gov/article?id=Netherlands-Energy 
110 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/nl.html 
111 https://www.government.nl/topics/renewable-energy/offshore-wind-energy 
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EU Member State: Poland 
 
Population: 37,972,812 
Seats in EU Parliament: 51 
 
 
In recent years, Poland has extended its 
responsibilities and position in European and 
international affairs, supporting and establishing 
friendly relations with other European nations and 
a large number of developing countries. Besides 
the EU, Poland is also part of the NATO, UN, OECD 
and other important organisations. 
 
The most important sectors of Poland’s economy in 
2018 were %wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services (26.2%), 
Industry (25.6%) and public administration, defence, education, human health and social 
work activities (14.0%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 80% of Poland’s exports. In terms of 
imports, 69% come from EU Member States.112 
 
Poland’s electrical power generation system, with 42 GW installed capacity, is the largest in 
Central and Eastern Europe. Almost 80% of Poland’s electricity is produced by hard and brown 
coal, mainly from Polish suppliers.113 Poland expects to achieve a 15% share of renewable 
energy in the final energy balance by 2020. By 2017, renewables accounted for 14% of 
electricity generation, mostly from wind energy. The total energy consumption from 
renewables in 2016 was 11.3%, mostly from biomass.114 Renewable energy accounts for 
around 21% of Poland’s electricity generation.115 
 
Poland’s populist Law and Justice party (PiS) has subsidised the coal industry. However, with 
concerns about air quality growing domestically and rising EU pressure to cut pollution, PiS 
has also pledged investment in solar power, offshore wind and nuclear sources. Poland has 
imported a record amount of electricity from its neighbours so far this year as suppliers buy 
cheap, clean electricity, reducing demand for the filthy coal. This year, Sweden and Germany 
have supplied most of the electricity imports.116 
  

                                                
112 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/poland_en  
113 https://www.export.gov/article?id=Poland-Energy 
114 https://www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com/export/sites/trade/files/market_studies/2019-Poland-
Renewable_Energy.pdf 
115 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/pl.html 
116 https://www.energy-reporters.com/production/polands-energy-imports-rise-as-coal-charges-increase/ 
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EU Member State: Portugal 
 
Population: 10,276,617 
Seats in EU Parliament: 21 
 
 
Portugal is a developed country with a high-income, 
advanced economy and a high living standard. It is 
a founding member of NATO and it is also a member 
of numerous other international organizations, 
including the United Nations, the European Union, 
the Eurozone, and OECD.  
 
The most important sectors of Portugal’s economy 
in 2018 were wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (24.9%) and public administration, defence, education, 
human health and social work activities (19.1%) and industry (18.5%). Intra-EU trade accounts 
for 76% of Portugal’s exports. In terms of imports, 76% come from EU Member States.117 
 
Portugal is a country with scarce indigenous energy resources, such as oil, coal and gas, being 
dependent of external sources to supply its demand. In Portugal, the extraction of coal ended 
in 1995, when the Pejão mines were closed.118 
 
Renewable energy accounts for around 60% of Portugal’s electricity generation.119 
Portugal is a world leader at integrating generation from wind and solar PV and has embraced 
targets of 80% renewable electricity by 2030 and a carbon neutral economy by 2050.120 
 
During the first half of 2019, renewable energy sources have represented 55.2% of the 
electricity production mix in mainland Portugal, mainly from wind and hydro energy. Fossils 
fuels represented 44.8%, where natural gas reached 18.9%. The Government continues to 
support renewable energy development by focusing on renewable technologies, such as 
concentrated solar, photovoltaic and wave energy. Additionally, plans are underway to close 
two existing coal-fired power plants.121 
  

                                                
117 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/portugal_en 
118 https://www.climatechangepost.com/portugal/energy/  
119 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/po.html 
120 https://www.iea.org/countries/Portugal/  
121 https://www.export.gov/article?id=Portugal-Energy 
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EU Member State: Romania 
 
Population: 19,401,658 
Seats in EU Parliament: 32 
 
 
Romania has been a member of the European 
Union since 2007 and a few years before that it 
also joined NATO. Romania is a founding member 
of the World Trade Organisation. The country 
attempted to join the Schengen Area but was 
rejected by the European Council in 2011. 
 
The most important sectors of Romania’s economy 
in 2018 were industry (26.1%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (20.2%) and public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (14.5%). 
Intra-EU trade accounts for 77% of Romania’s exports. In terms of imports, 75% come from 
EU Member States.122 
 
The country has significant energy resources, including coal, natural gas and oil. In fact, over 
80% of the country’s primary energy supply is met by indigenous energy resources, with coal 
and lignite accounting for a 17.8% share, this being slightly above the EU average.123 
The country is slowly shifting from coal-to-gas and onshore fields to hydro and other 
renewable energies. 
 
Romania has relied for more than two decades on nuclear energy, which has been a bedrock 
of the national energy system. Romania’s two nuclear reactors generate a steady 20% of 
Romania’s electricity production. In the field of renewable energy, Romania has invested a lot 
in the last decade, especially in wind energy. The country has Europe's largest onshore wind 
farm in the Dobrogea region.124 
Renewable energy accounts for around 48% of Romania’s electricity generation.125 
 
  

                                                
122 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/romania_en  
123 https://euracoal.eu/info/country-profiles/romania/ 
124 https://www.investmentreports.co/article/romanias-energy-mix-and-the-road-to-clean-energy-83/  
125 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ro.html 
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EU Member State: Slovakia 
 
Population: 5,450,421 
Seats in EU Parliament: 13 
 
 
Slovakia joined the European Union in 2004 and 
the Eurozone on 1 January 2009. Slovakia is also 
a member of the Schengen Area, NATO, the 
United Nations, the OECD and the WTO. 
 
The most important sectors of Slovakia’s 
economy in 2018 were industry (26.2%), 
wholesale and retail trade, transport, 
accommodation and food services (20.2%) and 
public administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (14.8%). 
Intra-EU trade accounts for 86% of Slovakia’s exports. In terms of imports, 80% come from EU 
Member States.126 
 
The Slovak Republic’s energy system is characterised by a high share of nuclear power, which 
accounts for 60% of domestic energy production. Domestic nuclear energy production helps 
improve energy security in the Slovak Republic, which otherwise is dependent on large fossil 
fuel imports, mainly from the Russian Federation. 
 
Natural gas is a major energy source in the Slovak Republic. It is the second-largest source of 
total primary energy supply. Oil is the third-largest energy source in the total primary energy 
supply. Coal mining has traditionally been an important industry in the Slovak Republic. The 
introduction of nuclear energy and the growth in bioenergy use has reduced the relevance of 
coal for the Slovak Republic’s energy security. Coal now accounts for only about 10 to 20% of 
the energy mix.127 Renewable energy accounts for around 37% of Slovakia’s electricity 
generation.128 
 
The key objectives of the Slovak energy policy agenda are increasing efficiency in the power 
and end-use sectors, reducing energy intensity, reducing dependence on energy imports, 
expanding the use of nuclear power, increasing the share of renewables in the heat and 
electricity sectors, and supporting the use of alternative fuels for transport.129 

                                                
126 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/slovakia_en  
127 https://www.connaissancedesenergies.org/sites/default/files/pdf-
actualites/energy_policies_of_iea_countries_slovak_republic_2018_review.pdf 
128 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/lo.html  
129 https://www.iea.org/countries/slovak-republic 
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EU Member State: Slovenia  
 
Population: 2,080,908 
Seats in EU Parliament: 8 
 
 
Slovenia has been part of the European Union since 
2004, and joined the Monetary Union and the 
Schengen Area three years later. Slovenia was the first 
formerly communist country to join the Eurozone. 
 
The most important sectors of Slovenia’s economy in 
2018 were industry (27.2%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services 
(20.7%) and public administration, defence, education, human health and social work 
activities (15.9%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 76% of Slovenia’s exports. In terms of imports, 
67% come from EU Member States.130 
 
Slovenia is a country not particularly rich in fossil fuels. It imports all of its oil and natural gas, 
the latter of which is purchased through long-term contracts and trading hubs in Austria and 
Italy. Indigenous energy sources – in the form of domestic coal, nuclear power, hydropower, 
and renewables —satisfy slightly more than half of Slovenia’s energy needs. In 2017, around 
27% of all electricity in Slovenia was generated from domestic lignite. In 2017, nuclear and 
hydropower were the primary sources of electricity generation. In 2018, 31% of electricity 
was produced in hydroelectric power plants and plants using other renewable sources (waste- 
and biogas-fired power plants are still rare), plants using fossil fuels contributed 32%, and the 
nuclear power plant Krško almost 35% of electricity. Renewable energy accounts for around 
43% of Slovenia’s electricity generation.131 
 
The priority is to increase the supply of energy from renewable sources. Outdated 
technologies should be replaced by more efficient and environmentally friendly technologies. 
This should reduce dependency on import sources, increase energy security and promote 
employment and development in rural areas. Implementing state-of-the-art technologies and 
measures in the industry, using energy-efficient household appliances, energy-efficient 
renovation of old buildings and ensuring that renewable energy sources are used in new 
buildings can reduce energy consumption.132 
 

                                                
130 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/slovenia_en 
131 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/si.html 
132 https://www.gov.si/en/policies/transport-and-energy/energy-industry-sector/ 
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EU Member State: Spain 
 
Population: 46,934,632 
Seats in EU Parliament: 54 
 
 
Spain's EU membership represents an important 
part of its foreign policy. Spain supported the Euro 
from the beginning.  
Spain is a member of the United Nations, the 
OECD, the WTO and many other international 
organisations. The main economic strengths of 
Spain lie in the agriculture sector and tourism. 
 
The most important sectors of Spain’s economy in 
2018 were wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services (23.9%), 
public administration, defence, education, human health and social work activities (18.0%), 
and industry (17.7%). Intra-EU trade accounts for 66% of Spain’s exports. In terms of imports, 
58% come from EU Member States.133 
 
Spain imports virtually all of the oil needed to meet its demand. Most of their crude oil in 
2016 came from Mexico, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, and Angola. Spain produces 
almost no natural gas and has an insignificant amount in reserves, which forces the country 
to import virtually all of its natural gas to meet demand. 
Spain imports natural gas from Algeria through two undersea pipelines. Spain has only limited 
natural gas pipeline connections to the rest of Europe via a pipeline through France.134 
 
The only significant indigenous energy resource that Spain possesses is coal 
 
Spain is working on its National Energy and Climate Plan for 2030 with the goal of renewables 
making up 42 percent of all of Spain’s energy in 2030 (10 percent above the EU target) and 
100 percent by 2050.135 
 
  

                                                
133 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/spain_en 
134 https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.php?iso=ESP 
135 https://www.export.gov/article?id=Spain-energy 
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EU Member State: Sweden 
 
Population: 10,230,185 
Seats in EU Parliament: 20 
 
 
Sweden joined the European Union in 1995, but 
declined NATO, as well as Eurozone, membership 
following a referendum. It is also a member of the 
UN, Council of Europe, the WTO and OECD. 
Recognising a loss of limited natural resources, 
Sweden was the first country to establish an 
environmental protection agency, in 1967. In 1972 
Sweden hosted the first UN con-ference on the 
environment, which led to the creation of the 
United Nations Envi-ronment Programme (UNEP), the leading global environmental authority 
to this day. Sweden was also one of the first na-tions to sign and ratify the international 
climate change treaty Kyoto Protocol, in 1998 and 2002 respectively.136 
 
The most important sectors of Sweden’s economy in 2018 were public administration, 
defence, education, human health and social work activities (21.5%), industry (19.2%) and 
wholesale and retail trade, transport, accommodation and food services (17.7%). Intra-EU 
trade accounts for 59% of Sweden’s exports. In terms of imports, 70% come from EU Member 
States.137 
 
Already in 2012 the country reached the government’s 2020 target of 50 per cent. For the 
power sector, the target is 100 per cent renewable electricity production by 2040. 
 
Sweden has a very low emission rate, due to the fact that 80 percent of its electricity comes 
from nuclear and water power. Sweden currently has three nuclear plants with eight nuclear 
reactors in commercial operation, but nuclear power remains a topic that divides political 
parties in Sweden. 
About 11 per cent of the electricity comes from wind power. Also, combined heat and power 
(CHP) plants account for 9 per cent of the electricity output in Sweden, and these are mainly 
powered by biofuels.138 
Renewable energy accounts for around 74% of Sweden’s electricity generation.139 
  
                                                
136 https://sweden.se/climate/ 
137 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/sweden_en 
138 https://sweden.se/nature/energy-use-in-sweden/ 
139 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/sw.html 
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Draft Directive 
 
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and in 
particular Article 191, Article 192(1) and Article 194(1) thereof, 
 
Having regard to the Paris Agreement  
 
Having regard to REGULATION (EU) 2018/1999 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL of 11 December 2018 on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action 
 
Whereas:  
The target for renewable energy is binding at Union level and it will be fulfilled through 
Member States' contributions guided by the need to deliver collectively the Union target. A 
recast of Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council has introduced 
a binding, renewable energy target for the Union for 2030 of at least 32 %, including a 
provision for a review with a view to increasing the Union-level target by 2023.  
 
Amendments to Directive 2012/27/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council have 
set the Union-level target for improvements in energy efficiency in 2030 to at least 32,5 %, 
including a provision for a review with a view to increasing the Union-level targets. 
  
The binding target of at least a 40 % domestic reduction in economy-wide GHG emissions by 
2030 compared to 1990 was formally approved as the Intended Nationally Determined 
Contribution of the Union and its Member States to the Paris Agreement at the Environment 
Council meeting on 6 March 2015. The Paris Agreement was ratified by the Union on 5 
October 2016 and entered into force on 4 November 2016.  
 
Although the Union pledged to deliver ambitious cuts in GHG emissions by 2030, the threat 
of climate change is a global issue. The Union and its Member States should therefore work 
with their international partners in order to ensure a high level of ambition by all Parties in 
line with the long-term goals of the Paris Agreement. 
 
There is a need for thorough monitoring and reporting, and for regular assessment of Union 
and Member States’ greenhouse gas emissions and of their efforts to address climate change. 
Thus, each Member State shall report every two years to the Commission on the status of 
implementation of its integrated national energy and climate plan by means of an integrated 
national energy and climate progress report. 
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Budgets 
 
1. Emphasises the importance of investing at least 20 % of the overall EU budget on 

climate action. 
 

2. Speaks up for acting in advance before costs of possible climate damage become 
unmanageable. 

 
3. Suggests that Member States that exceed their targets should have a greater say in 

the distribution of the budget. 
 

4. Calls on the Member States that could not achieve their individual climate goals to 
pay a penalty of € 500 million. 

 
5. Stresses the need to work even more closely with scientists to better predict the 

financial impact of climate change. 
 
 
 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
 
1. Welcomes the EU's path so far with regard to climate protection measures; 

emphasizes that it is not enough to just meet commitments. 
 
2. Claims that neither nuclear nor biofuels are good for the environment in the long 

run; therefore postulates to concentrate on the expansion of renewable energies. 
 
3. Calls up to Member States to review their vaccine mandates; proposes to set up an 

expert committee that can answer questions and give advice to Member States. 
 
4. Reminds of the need to closely cooperate in the endangered food supply; suggests 

to take into consideration to create a common agricultural area to provide for food, 
being well aware of the administrative, cost intensive and infrastructural 
consequences a project like this would bring. 
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Transport and Tourism 
 
1. Acknowledges that the transport industry is a major contributor to the emissions of 

greenhouse gases which drive climate change. 
 
2. In recognition of this, stresses the need to promote clean transport solutions, even 

if it should mean the reduction of mobility throughout Europe or the loss of jobs in 
the transport sector. 

 
3. Suggests that there should be more car-free areas in city centres. 
 
4. Calls for lower regulations on GHG emissions in the transport sector. 
 
5. Suggests a one-year trial version for free public transport in the metropolitan areas. 
 
6. Calls for more financial aid from the EU for Member States that rely heavily on 

tourism and are most affected by climate change. 
 
 
 

Industry, Research and Energy 
 
1. Calls for a no longer coal-based energy generation. 
 
2. Calls for nuclear energy to be declared emission-free. 
 
3. Stresses that the European economy will suffer from the harsh climate protection 

conditions; urges to lower the climate goals to 5%. 
 
4. Calls for more agricultural land to be made available for the production of biofuels. 
 
 
 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 
1. Calls on the States not to separate asylum seekers and refugees by religion, race, 

gender; emphasizes that everybody who had to flee must be able to find a new home 
in Europe. 

 
2. Condemns the often neglected climate policies of the member countries, which could 

later cost many people their homes. 
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3. Reminds of the 2015 refugee crisis and how difficult it was to manage it; if a new flood 

of refugees is heading for Europa due to the climate change, then the European Union 
must be better prepared. 

 
4. Calls on the term “climate refugees” no longer to be used. People who are forced to 

leave their homeland due to climate change should now be called "disaster displaced 
persons".  
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Appendix: Definitions 
 
European Union: 
The European Union is a unique economic and political union between 28 European countries 
that together cover much of the continent. The EU was created after the Second World War 
as the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1958.  https://europa.eu/european-
union/about-eu_en 
 

 
European Commission: 
The European Commission is the EU's politically independent executive arm. It is alone 
responsible for drawing up proposals for new European legislation, and it implements the 
decisions of the European Parliament and the Council of the EU. 
 
Council of Europe: 
The Council of Europe is a European international organization founded on 5th May 1949 by 
the Treaty of London. Today, the Council of Europe includes 47 states with 820 million 
citizens. It is a forum for debates on general European issues. Its constitution provides a 
general cooperation between Member States to promote economic and social progress. 
 
European Parliament (EP): 
The European Parliament is the EU’s law-making body with legislative, supervisory and 
budgetary responsibilities. It has 751 MEPs (Members of the European Parliament). It is 
directly elected by EU voters every 5 years. The last elections were in May 2014. The EP has 
three main roles: 

Legislative: i.e. passing EU laws together with the Council of the EU based European 
Commission proposals or deciding on international agreements 

Supervisor: i.e. democratic scrutiny of all EU institutions, elections observations, 
examining citizens’ petitions and setting up inquiries 

Budgetary: establishing and approving the EU’s budget together with the Council 
 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en 
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Member State(s): 
Group of states forming the European Union, including the six founding states: Germany, 
Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Six phases of accession followed: 
Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom in 1973; Greece in 1981; Spain and Portugal in 
1986; Austria, Finland and Sweden in 1995; Eight Eastern European countries, Malta, Cyprus 
in 2004; Bulgaria and Romania in 2007; 
 
Euro area: 
The Euro area or also called eurozone is a monetary union of 
19 of the 28 European Member States. All their members 
adopted the Euro (€) as their common currency. Additional to 
the 19 Member States have Monaco, San Marino, Andorra and 
Vatican City have formal agreed with the EU to use the Euro as 
their currency.  
 
European Central Bank (ECB): 
The European Central Bank (ECB) is the central bank responsible for monetary policy of those 
European Union (EU) member countries which have adopted the euro currency. The principal 
goal of the ECB is to maintain price stability in the euro area, thus helping preserve the 
purchasing power of the euro. 
 
Economic and Monetary Union (EMU): 
The Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) represents a major step in the integration of EU 
economies. Launched in 1992, EMU involves the coordination of economic and fiscal policies, 
a common monetary policy, and a common currency, the euro. Whilst all 28 EU Member 
States take part in the economic union, some countries have taken integration further and 
adopted the euro. Together, these countries make up the euro area. 
 
European Coal and Steal Community (ECSC): 
The ECSC was an international organization established in 1951 by the Treaty of Paris. Their 
goal was to unify the different European countries after World War 2. It was the first 
international organization which was based on the principles of supranationalism (above the 
state). The organization was first proposed by Robert Schuman as way to prevent further war 
between France and Germany.  
 
European Economic Community (EEC): 
The initial aim of the EEC was to bring further integration between their Member States. 
Especially economic integration. It was established in 1957 by the Treaty of Rome. The 
founding members of the EEC were France, West-Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg. In 1993 it was renamed as into Economic Community (EC).  
 
European single market: 
The single market refers to the EU as one territory without any internal borders or other 
regulatory obstacles to the free movement of goods and services. A functioning single market 
stimulates competition and trade, improves efficiency, raises quality, and helps cut prices. 
The European single market is one of the EU’s greatest achievements. It has fuelled economic 
growth and made the everyday life of European businesses and consumers easier. 
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Maastricht Treaty: 
The Treaty was signed at the 7 February 1992 by the members of the European Community 
in Maastricht, Netherlands. With the entry into force of the Treaty in 1993, the European 
Union (EU) was created. The Treaty of Maastricht amended the former Treaties of Nice, 
Amsterdam and Lisabon. Furthermore, the treaty established the three pillars one 
supranational pillar created from three European Communities (which included the European 
Community (EC), the European Coal and Steel Community and the European Atomic Energy 
Community), the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) pillar, and the Justice and Home 
Affairs (JHA) pillar. 
 
Lisbon Treaty (Treaty of Lisbon): 
A treaty to make the EU more democratic, more efficient and better able to address global 
problems such as climate change with one voice. It gave more power to the European 
Parliament, a change of voting procedures in the Council, citizens’ initiative, a permanent 
president of the European Council, a new High Representative for Foreign Affairs and a new 
EU diplomatic service. The Lisbon treaty clarifies which powers belong to the EU, to the EU 
member countries and are shared. 
 
Treaty of Nice: 
The Treaty of Nice was signed in 2001 and came into force in 2003. It amended the Maastricht 
Treaty and also the Treaty of Rome. The Treaty reformed the institutional structure of the 
European Union. 
 
Treaty of Rome: 
The Treaty of Rome is establishing the European Economic Community (EEC). Two treaties 
were signed on 25 March 1957 - the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community 
(EEC) and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (EAEC or Euratom). 
For both new Communities, decisions were taken by the Council on a proposal from the 
Commission. The Parliamentary Assembly is to be consulted, and give its opinions to the 
Council. The Assembly increases in size to 142 members. The European Parliamentary 
Assembly held its first session the following year, on 19 March 1958. With the Treaties of 
Rome, a specific provision is made for members to be directly elected (this was implemented 
in 1979). 
 
Schengen Agreement: 
1985 Agreement signed at Schengen, Luxembourg which abolished many internal borders 
between European signatory states, enabling passport-free movement between those states. 
There are currently 26 signatory states comprising the Schengen Area - 22 of which are EU 
states and four non-EU States. 
 
Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU): 
CJEU interprets EU law to make sure it is applied in the same way in all EU countries, and 
settles legal disputes between national governments and EU institutions. 
It can also, in certain circumstances, be used by individuals, companies or organisations to 
take action against an EU institution, if they feel it has somehow infringed their rights. 
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Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): 
The mission of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is to 
promote policies that will improve the economic and social well-being of people around the 
world. The OECD provides a forum in which governments can work together to share 
experiences and seek solutions to common problems. The OECD sets international standards 
on a wide range of things, from agriculture and tax to the safety of chemicals. 
 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO): 
NATO is a political and military alliance with the essential purpose to safeguard the freedom 
and security of its members through political and military means. Political: NATO promotes 
democratic values and encourages consultation and cooperation on defence and security 
issues to build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict. Military: NATO is committed to the 
peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military capacity needed 
to undertake crisis-management operations. These are carrido out under Article 5 of the 
Washington Treaty - NATO’s founding treaty - or under a UN mandate, alone or in cooperation 
with other countries and international organisations.  http://www.nato.int/nato-
welcome/#basic 
 
Economic sanctions and Embargoes: 
Political and trade tools used to pressure a country into agreeing to certain terms. They 
comprise of trade barriers or tariffs, restrictions on financial transactions, or a combination 
of both. Embargoes are a type of trade barrier, the imposition of which results in the complete 
or partial restriction of trade with a particular country. 
 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP): 
It is a monetary measure of the market value of all final goods and services produced in a 
period (quarterly or yearly) of time. Nominal GDP estimates are commonly used to determine 
the economic performance of a whole country or region, and to make international 
comparisons. Nominal GDP per capita does not, however, reflect differences in the cost of 
living and the inflation rates of the countries; therefore using a basis of GDP per capita at 
purchasing power parity (PPP) is arguably more useful when comparing differences in living 
standards between different nations. 
 
Gross national product (GNP): 
GNP is an economic statistic that is equal to GDP plus any income earned by residents from 
overseas investments minus income earned within the domestic economy by overseas 
residents. 
 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by 
all United Nations Member States in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect 
the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. 
The 17 SDGs are integrated—that is, they recognize that action in one area will affect 
outcomes in others, and that development must balance social, economic and environmental 
sustainability. 
Through the pledge to Leave No One Behind, countries have committed to fast-track progress 
for those furthest behind first. That is why the SDGs are designed to bring the world to several 
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life-changing ‘zeros’, including zero poverty, hunger, AIDS and discrimination against women 
and girls. 
Everyone is needed to reach these ambitious targets. The creativity, knowhow, technology 
and financial resources from all of society is necessary to achieve the SDGs in every context. 
 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC or FCCC) is an 
international environmental treaty negotiated at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It entered into force on 21 
March 1994 and today it has near-universal membership. The 195 countries that have ratified 
the Convention are called Parties to the Convention. 
The UNFCCC’s main aim is the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interferences with the 
climate system. 
 
Conference of the Parties (COP): 
The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the UNFCCC. All States that are Parties to 
the Convention are represented at the COP, at which they review the implementation of the 
Convention and any other legal instruments that the COP adopts and take decisions necessary 
to promote the effective implementation of the Convention, including institutional and 
administrative arrangements. 
A key task for the COP is to review the national communications and emission inventories 
submitted by Parties. Based on this information, the COP assesses the effects of the measures 
taken by Parties and the progress made in achieving the ultimate objective of the Convention. 
 
Greenhouse gases (GHG): 
Greenhouse gas is any gas that has the property of absorbing infrared radiation (net heat 
energy) emitted from Earth’s surface and reradiating it back to Earth’s surface, thus 
contributing to the greenhouse effect. Carbon dioxide, methane, and water vapour are the 
most important greenhouse gases. Greenhouse gases have a profound effect on the energy 
budget of the Earth system despite making up only a fraction of all atmospheric gases. 
Concentrations of greenhouse gases have varied substantially during Earth’s history, and 
these variations have driven substantial climate changes at a wide range of timescales. 
 
Greenhouse effect: 
Greenhouse effect is a warming of Earth’s surface and troposphere (the lowest layer of the 
atmosphere) caused by the presence of water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, and certain 
other gases in the air. 
The atmosphere allows most of the visible light from the Sun to pass through and reach 
Earth’s surface. As Earth’s surface is heated by sunlight, it radiates part of this energy back 
toward space as infrared radiation. This radiation, unlike visible light, tends to be absorbed 
by the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, raising its temperature. The heated atmosphere 
in turn radiates infrared radiation back toward Earth’s surface. 
Although the greenhouse effect is a naturally occurring phenomenon, it is possible that the 
effect could be intensified by the emission of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere as the 
result of human activity. 
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Kyoto Protocol: 
The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement that aimed to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions and the presence of greenhouse gases (GHG) in the atmosphere. The Kyoto 
Protocol mandated that industrialized nations cut their greenhouse gas emissions at a time 
when the threat of global warming was growing rapidly. The Protocol was linked to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). It was adopted in Kyoto, Japan 
on December 11, 1997, and became international law on February 16, 2005. 
 
Paris Agreement: 
The Paris Agreement, in full Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, also called Paris Climate Agreement or COP21, international treaty, 
named for the city of Paris, France, in which it was adopted in December 2015, which aimed 
to reduce the emission of gases that contribute to global warming. The Paris Agreement set 
out to improve upon and replace the Kyoto Protocol, an earlier international treaty designed 
to curb the release of greenhouse gases. It entered into force on November 4, 2016, and has 
been signed by 197 countries and ratified by 187 as of November 2019. 
 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs): 
The Nationally determined contributions (NDCs) are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and 
the achievement of these long-term goals. NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce 
national emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change. The Paris Agreement requires 
each Party to prepare, communicate and maintain successive nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs) that it intends to achieve. Parties shall pursue domestic mitigation 
measures, with the aim of achieving the objectives of such contributions. 
 
Climate neutrality: 
Climate neutrality can be achieved if CO₂ emissions are reduced to a minimum and all 
remaining CO₂ emissions are offset with climate protection measures. If climate-damaging 
greenhouse gases are completely avoided or if gases that have already been emitted are 
saved elsewhere, this is referred to as "climate-neutral". In contrast to air pollution, it does 
not matter for the climate where greenhouse gases enter the atmosphere and where they 
are reduced. What is important is that global emissions decrease overall. This means a 
company in Germany or Switzerland can also become climate neutral by supporting 
international climate protection projects.  
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